' August 1936 

I am writing short stories again. I am told that is 
have improved a lot. I know that I write better than when 
I first started, but 1 am not satisfied. I want to get 
somewhere. After all, what does alot of talk do. I cannot 
be convinced until I cae eemitre proof. I am very hard 
to convinced, not because + am stubborn or hard, but because 
I know by instinct whether a thing is or is not. That's 
911 that is to it. 

I know I have so mich to learn. I am told that L 
mist not read books about short stories writing, but I am 
still doing it. Not because I want to follow the instructions 
of the books, but because I always make it 9 habit of min# 
to know two sides of ee questionf, and let my common 
sense decide which side I must follow. I know my instinet 
again will help me choose the right course. 

I know that nobody has ever influenced me. My inner 
self has always told me what to do, and have never regret 
its decision. 

I am still so indefinite about writing. I don't know 
Ride teen want to write or not, despkte a11 these months that 
had gone by. I guess I have been disappointed so often that 
I have lost 811 faith and confidence. | 


To be 83 writer, or not t writer, that is the question. 
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November 1936 

After a terrible time, today I finally finished a 
novelette. Parts of ity I like very much, other parts I 
dislike greatly. I make up my mind that something is going 
to happen to it. Or else know the reason why. 

Now two years have gone by, and where have i gotten to? 
Absolutely nowhere. I am so disappointed in writing. I 
still feel that 1 am wasting my time. 

I know that this sort of thing can't go on forever. 
There is no future writing like this, and 1 know it. Two 
years have gone by, and still there hasn't been a faintest 
sign that I really could write. I am so disappointed. 

I make up my mind definitely to find out for myself whether 
I can write or not. If I cannot, then 1 am going to give 
it all up. I am not to continue on. I don't want to be 
disappointed anymore. I don't want to be led on anymore. 

I either could write¥, or else I cannot. 

I have only six more months to go. Then I will make 
the decision whether I want to go on or not. I already know 
the answer long ago, since the day I first started, but 4 
only hope I am wrong, but everything seems to point to the 
fact that I am right, as 1 always am right. 

fo be or not to be, that is the question. 


I know the answer already. 
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To Be or Not to Be 
pages from a diary 


November 1934 

Today I finally start to write, and there is a fear 
in my heart. I know so little about writing, so little 
about technique, style, rhythm and all the other complicated 
things connected with this writing game. I really want to 
make good, but there is no one to help me. The truth is 
I am quite afraid of the job, ana now that 1 got it, I wish 
I haven't taken it. But it is too late to go back now, and 
I would try anything just for an experiment to see if 1 like 
it or not. | 

1 am told that I am to write interviews of people lI 
know. Write about their lives, thelr reactions to America, 
how they are affected by the depression, what kind of work 
they do. i have never written an interview in my life, and 
I really don't know how to start. The first thing that 1 
did was to read nberviewdurit ven by pene poopie I read 
a great deal of them to find out how they do +#. I say to 
myself that I am going to write exactly the way other people 
do. 

The first interview 1 write is one about my old Chinese 
teacher. On the morning that I am to write that story I 
fill my pen with ink, and 1 carry a small pad of paper to 
take down notes. Mg mind still remembers the inteviews that 


I read in the magazines, and I say to myself that I am going 
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‘to start it exactly like one of the stories that I like. 

I go to the Chinese School, and the teacher tells me 
his story. I listen, but I do not take down any notes. I 
find that if I take down notes, 1 forget what he says. It 

FE nok take long for him to finish, and when he finishes, i 
rela that 1 have nothing on my pad of paper, but my mind 
remembers everything he tells me. 

I go home then. How am I to start i say. I put a piece 
of paper in the typewriter, and soon I find that my fingers 
are Maar typing. I never plan anything. I just write 
what comes into my mind at that moment. I do not think of 
vocabulary, i do not think of style. All I know is that I 
am to write six or seven interviews in my fifty-six hours 
of work. I do not look at the watch. I type two pages of 
stuff, then 1 don’t know how to go on. I stop and do some- 
thing else. In the afternoon 1 go back to the typewriter. 
I read what 1 have already written, then I just continue on 

manage 
letting my fingers type whatever it wishes. I #éw#eg’ to get 
in two more pages. By this time I am sick and tired of 
writing. I quit for the day. Sometimes 1 leave the type- 
writer paper in the typewriter. 

The next morning 1 go back and read the four pages I 
have written. I find it very easy to go on after that. 

I manage to get in three or more pages, and the interview 
is pe aeene I take all the pages and correct them for 
mistakes. I find that there are many mistakes which 1 have 


overlooked. I am Se S27 to wewrite the interview so l 
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just hand it in like that. Well, I say to myself, it isn't 
so hard to write after all. I read the whole thing over, and 
I am rather proud that I have written seven or eight pages 
of work. Sometimes I let my sisters and brothers read them. 
They all say it is too babyish, too simple and that anybody 
could write like that. They ask me if 1 am going to hand 
the story in with all the mistakes and things. I say that I 
am. They tell me to type the whole thing over to make it 
neat. I say I am to lazy and let it go at that. 

I have started on my writing career, knowing exactly 
nothing, but I have finbshed one story. What is going to 


happen, I wonder. 


January 1935 

Two months have gone by already, and 1 am still writing 

exactly 

interviews. I still am writing them ¢####y as when I first 
started, without any planning, without any preliminary work 
such as writing an outline or making a rough sketch. At this 
fime, 1 am told that I am doing fine work. I amjsurprised 
for I do not believe. How could my work be good, 1 say to 


myself, when I do them the way 1 do. I take all my stories 


and show them to other people. They all say the interviews 


-are too simple. I agree with them. I mate up my mind that 


I am going to learn some more vocabularies, and not make my 
sentences so Simple. 

But as the days pass by, 1 am still writing in the 
same manner. Somehow i could not write the interviews the 


way that I want to. I begin to read more and more, but still 
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I am writing in my own silly way. I make up my mind definitely 


to learn more about the writing business when I have time. 


March 1935 

I am told again that the beauty of my work is ih its 
Simplicity. Write in your way, I am told, what do you care 
how other people write. 

One day I am told to write short stories. I am afraid 
to write, I say, because + know nothing about short story 
writing. I have read a lot, it is true. iihen 1 was tweitve 
I have already read through the unabridged version of Les 
Miserables, and An American Tragedy. I like to read, but 
I never have any intention of writing. I like to draw, to 
paint and make linoleum blocks. But writing, I do not think 
I could do it. | 

The first story 1 write frightens me. But somehow I 
manage to finish it. I write it exactly the same way as I 
write my interviews, without any preparation. I make up 
the plot, ##### title, dislogue as 1 go on, and 1 only write 
it once. The paper that I put in the typewriter is the 
same paper that I hand in. My work is still very unneat. 

iL never type anything over. I am too lazy for that. 

My first few stories Mf not bring in any comment. 

I show them to man people. Some say they are good, but + 
could read it in their eyes that they are lying to me. I 
despise pepple that lie. I am frank and 1 like people that 


are honest and frank. 
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One day Lae into my room to play mah jong. I say 
I am rushing a story out, and + don't want to be bothered. 
But they take away my table and the five boys begin to play. 
The whole room is noisy. But I menage df to finish my story. 

I am told that that is one of my best storé#es, but per- 
sonally 1 despise it very much. 

Now I am beginning to be diet eiren eats writing. I 
want so mach to make good, but so far there hasn't been 48 
single instance where I am satisfied with my work. feople 
tell me that 1 Habe to go on exactly the way 1 am writing. 
But deep in my hesrt, I know by instinct that I am very far 
from accomplishing what I wish. I do not want to be a 
failure, and be laughed at by everybody. I do not believe 
ey people tell me, for deep within my heart I know 1 am 
right, and that if 1 ever wish to get anywhere, 1 must dis- 


tinguish between intelligent criticisn, and insincere praise. 


April 19325 

roaag am glad. I am told that perhaps I would get 
somewhere with my work. But somehow I do not believe it 
Bnitevely. My heart says to me, How could anyéne get some- 
where in such an easy way. There is something so strange 
about it all. But anyway, 1 hope it is true. I want@ to 
arrive spmeplace and be somebody. 1 am sick and tired of 
peing a failure. I made up my mind that I am going to give 
myself exactly two and a half years to prove that 1 am a 
writer. If after the time has passed, and 1 have not been 


able to get someplace, then I sm going to give writing up 


completely and definitely. I am not going to straggle at 
this writing game if 1 am not fitted for it. 1 much rather 
be a garbage man and a ten dollar a week worker than be 4 


starving author. 


May 1935 

I am still writing short stories, and to tell you the 
truth, 1 em getting sick and tired of it. Despite what 4 
am told, I know 1 am not fitted for it. I make up my mind 
that I am going to learn about short stories writing. 1 am 
going to resd books about it. 

I have learned a great deal of the tricks of the 
writing game, but + am not satisfied. I want to know every- 
thing connected with it. 4 read about copyright, + read 
about contracts and royalty, i read about plagisrism. 1 
find out that there is a great deal of crookedness in this 
writing game, and unless the writer is up on his heeis every 
moment, someone might put something over on him. 

I think now thst I know just as much about this writing 
game as anyone else. But I am going to learn some more. af 
am going to find out everything about it. And when I make 


up my mind to know something, I know it. 


June 1925 
Well, the time has gone by, and despite everything 1 
have been told by a certain person, 4 haven't arrived anywhere. 
I guess I ceeetane again, for 1 never did believe it. i 
knew it is too good to be true. Is all this a joke? I some- 


times wondere 
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I am getting discoureged with writing. If I haven't 

been told that 1 could get somewhere, perhaps 1 would still 
want to write, but to be told that something is going to 
happen, and then to wait month after month to find that it 
is not the truth really make me Teaveralen and confidence 

in people. I know longer believe anything 4 hear. I do not 
like to be lead on. I rather not be told thah to be told if 
{t 1s not the truth. 

My stories sickens me. Sometimes 1 want to quit and 
forget everything about writing. Really, 4 don’t want to 
write like this. 1 much rather write by bisel fater nothing 
than to go on like this. 1 guess it is because I know so 
surely that 1 will never get anywhere despite everything 1 
hears 

I wish I am a rich man, then I don't have to worry 
about money. But because 1 have so Little, i have to think 
of the future. Many time I wonder if 1 am doing futile work. 
I aA not preparéto write, I Say many times. There is no such 
thing as being prepared to write, 1 am told. You just write 
and that's that. But 4 don't believe that. I begin to look 
up records of every single important writer in the country. 
All of them succeed after years and years of hard work. They 
all wwote for money and the love of it. But very few wrote 
for the love of writing alone. They wanted the suceess of 
accomplishments and money. 


It is the ambition of everyone to be & success. 


a eee | 
& wt Aah 


bi Ae op or ce et Pie 
a4 2h : , 
Wek be) Veg 


And I am frank enough to say that it is my ambition too. 
People who say money is nothing are just lying. They are the 
ones to grap Hbbitirat whenever they have the chance. 

True, for a beginner money is only secondary. He wants 
the thrill of accomplishment and success. Once he gets that, 
the money would come naturally. 

I guess the reason I am so sick and tired of writing is 
that I have done nothing to prove to myself that 1 could 
write. 1 remain content to let things take their natural 
course, and as a result the time has See: by, and I am 
getting more and more discouraged with each passing month. 

Many nights these thoughts come into my mind. .1fP 1 
CANNOT WRITE, THEN I DO NOT WANT TO WRITE. BUT IF I CAN 
WRITE THEN I WANT TO WRITE. 

And there is only one way to find out. Send things out 
and see what happens. But I know too by instinct that my 
things are not good enough to send out, despite everything 
Sold to me. So I do not send them gut. Perhaps someday, 

I say, someday when 1 am ready, Be am ready 1 would know 
it by INSTINCT. : 


Right now, I am too discouraged to have much hope of 


the future. 


July 1935 


I quit my job last month because 1 do not like it. 


some 
I want ## time to think my way clearly. My mind is in a 


turmoil. I have quitted writing short stories and inter- 


views. I think I don't ever want to write again. 


¢ 


August 1935 

One month has gone by, and 4 have done no writing at 
all. iI have plenty of time to think of myself, of my position, 
of every thing that has gone by.. Well, 4 say, 1 have been 
told that perhaps |! could make a thousand dollars with my 
work, and now, here I am still waiting. 1 knew when ie tires 
heard it that it would never happen, and like a foolish 
simpleton i have believed it. it pains my heart now to think 
pack of it. If 1 only haven't been told, then I won't mind 
so much. My mind is getting more and more puzzled by every- 
thing. Everything is so strange. I am like one lost in 


a dreame 


October 1935 

Today 1 take out all my stories and rdad them. They 
seem to read pretty good. And yet 1 feel that amateurish 
touch in them. I make up my mind to really know more about 
writing. I want to succeed, and 1 only have two and a half 
years to do it, and one year now has already gone away. Time 
is flying, and + must hurry. 


December 1935 . = 

I am working again. I am no longer writing interviews, 
put fairy tales. I am still writing them in my own silly 
way, and 1 am so disgusted with it. J want to study short 
stories wrting, and get something ares be famous. 


~ 


I know it is s far fetch dream, but 1 make up my mind to do it. 
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i say to myself many times. ‘here is no use for me to go 
one I don't care so much for the money now. I want to see 
some proof that 1 can write, and after one year there hasn't 
been any proof. I have a desire to quit again. 

PeopPe say to me, Oh, so you are a writer, und what 
have you to prove it? Have you anything publish? 


No, I say, and then 1 feel ashamed to think that I am 


one of those writers that never will get anywhere. 

What happen to all your stories~ they say tae. 

I hand them 911 in to a man, + say. 

And what does he do with them? they ask. 

I don't know, ! say. 

You mean you don’ t know why you are writing all this 
things? 

To tell you the truth, I don't, I say. 

Then they all look at me, and think I am a big fool 
for writing all my stuff. 

More and more + want to quit. I am not prepared to 


write. 1 want to get results, and 1 know 1 sm not ready for 


it. 


February 1936 
I am still writing fairy tales, and 01d customs of 
my people. i do not enjoy writing anything at all, for + 
know all the time that it would never get me anywhere. I 
am so sick and tired of writing. I want to study short story 


writing for a long time. 
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March 1936 

eto Single magazine that 1 could lay my hands 
On. meet out everything about the authors who write 
stories, and how they get their things aecepted, and how 
they finally get to the top. i want to be one of them. And 
{ am frank enough to say it. I am not like other people who 
beat around the bush, and say things that they never mean 
at all. 

I come across names, James Steele, Michael Gold, 
Edward Anderson, Martha Foley, Lu Sin, Dorthory McCleary, 
and seores of others. I read detective magazines, 1 read 
sex magazines, 1 read confession magazines. ‘here is nothing 
there that interest®me. ‘Then 1 read slick paper magazines. 
I come across the names of Lucian Cary, Vina Delmar, I. A. R. 
Wylie, Phyllis Duganne. Then I notice that the same names 
appear again and again in the scores of other slick magazines. 
Then I began to read quality magazines. There I notice a 
new grouv of names. Well, I say, writing is more harder than 
I thought. There are tricks, there are ways, but I must 
know them all. 

Then I discover another group, known as the experimental 
magazines. These magazines pay nothing for contribution 
for publishing a piece of work, but some of our most famous 
writers today have their start in the experimental magazines. 
William Sargyan, Erskine Caldwell, J,sephine Johnson, Eugene 
J,ias, Louk&S Mamet, and many many others. 

Of all the magaines, I like the quality and experimental 


group the best. I make up my mind that someday my name would 
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appear in one of those magazines. 


June 1936 

I am learning how to rewrite #####6 stories. But I 
am keep ny ears and eyes open for 311 things that is Abppen- 
ing is the publishing world. 

I know that the Abbe children went around the world 
in eleven years and swept themselves into a fortune. And 
here I am, lost, forgotten, gone with the wind. I am so 
sick of writing. 

I make up my mind that someday I am going to write the 
Way I want to. I am gdbing to send things out whenever I ee 
to. I am going OE cece even if I have to do it all 
alone. I do not want other people to help me. I want to 
succeed or fail completely alone. 

After all, all writers who-mes-ever gotten anywhere 
Se so by themselves. They did not depend on someone 
else to help them. They have initiative, and they do what 
they think is right. After all, I don't want to be a 
puppet, dictated by others. I want to be myself, and I 
want complete freedom in doing what I want to do. 

My mind says to me again, Tou never get anywhere like 
this. earn about the publishing business from every angle, 
and be Preear ei ter it. 

I study everything about writing that I could lay my 
hands one 


I must think of the future, I say, and I must not be 


influenced by anybody. I must believe in myself. 
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NOTE ON oats 38 WITH AMERICAN ‘INDIANS | 


The feeling among the early hiacte a to California that 


the Indians were racially related to them is ‘fairly easy to understand 


on the sab tabi If we are to trust the words of Anthony Baillet to 
the Royal Society of Antiquarians in 1867 there has previously existed 
a curious ore 1 tradition in China to the sau effect : 

"There ts & curious tradition in which the present generation of 
Tingchanese scholars express the most implicit belief. I have heard 
it in several different localities and with but slight variation. It 
is in substance nearly as follows. There was a great family named 
Tooloong which lived in the land of Fukian and became rich. When a 
great conqueror came from the North, and the Emperor Hia was not able 
to protect his children, Tooloong and his page y joined themselves with 
some barbariai Jews (or Assyrian) from the West, and abandoned their 


homes in en They gave themselves into th e hands. of the Gods. The 


great ‘Dragon: Regaeched over them by night, lade “Yu-wang-shagty by day. 


This poor family was hungry, and the Dragon brought them rice and gar- 
lic. They were thirsty, and Lwe-Koong sent them showers of wine. For 
more than a thousand days Tooloong wandered northward ane eastward, 
until the icicles grew on the skirts of his garments; still the Drag-~ 
on said, "Go on." and Tooloong's heart was stout. Then they found a 
great bridge, as white as the summer cloud, and very strong. The bar- 
barians hesitated, but Tooloong was brave. They all crossed over. On 
the other side was a new China where no one lived. The trees were 
beautiful and the beasts kind. Tooloong wondered. But they kept on 
till a land of flowers was seen in the distance, The barbarians said, 
"Det us not go farther, it will burn us." But Tooloong said, "Iv stop 


not till the Dragon stop." So they entered the land of flowers. Here 
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they were blessed. The Gods were very kind. Tooloong wanted a pagoda, 
and one came from a cabbage. He wished for a house, and great blocks 
of the stone mountain came and arranged themselves into a dwelling. 


Tooloong built great cities in the flower country, and died. Then some 


of his children tried to come back to China. But the great bridge was 


at gone. So they all, with the exception of Nung Yong, were sent back to 
ae the flower country by the Gods. He flew over on a cloud and told his 
kindred of the great things Tooloong had done." 
M. Baillet states further that "the Americans, whom the Chinese 
hear of as living in a great country to the North and East," are be- 


lieved to be either descendants of Tooloong or in some way connected 


with them. 
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‘Perhaps no one is able to sneak more accurately of con- 
ditions in China and America than a learned man, And a teacher 
today is considered as a man of knowledge. Therefore 1 decided 
to interview a teacher in order to learn about conditions in China 
and also America. 
_ When I was about eight years old, i started my Chinese school- 
“e ing. I continued it only for about a year. Then 1 went to another 
school. I stayed in that school for five years, It was to this 
teacher that I went to get an interview. 
| During the time that I was at that school, I managed to learn 
yi) quite a lot in snite of the fact that six years in a Chinese school 
is considered as no time at all. 
| The school hours are from five in the evening to nine. On 
Saturday the hours are from nine in ni ay to noon. So that 
the only time that the teacher has time to talk is in the after- 
noon on week days. 
One afternoon I went to see him. I remembered this teacher 
very well as a aie cwaa did not like to have neonle ask him too 
“many questions, But I also knew that this teacher is very well 
informed on world affairs, and he is also interested in vublic 
affairs. I felt sure that if I could make him understand, he would 
be glad to tell me what I wished to know, I was not wrong. 
’ of pee cel? wasn't until we had talked about ten minutes 
that we really got to talking of conditions in China and in America, 
a. He said: "Generally sneaking, China is considered a voor ~~ 


, America is known as a rich nation. That is the main 


aifference between the two countries.” After a rause he continued: 
"In the small hamlets and villages the reorle are called fortunate 
if they have two square meals a day. They eat rice, salted fish, 
and greens, On special occasions they have chicken, roasted duck, 
and other rich foods." And smiling, he added: "And of course, a 
| man usually drinks a glass of wine pefore each meal if he can 
afford it. If not, the meal is followed by a simnle glass of tea." 
"You have been here for over forty years. You must have been 
quite young when you came over?™ 
"IT was going on twenty; I have graduated from a private school, 
I finished the junior high school and high school in China. Of 
course, at that time they did not teach English in the schools. 
| When I came over I did not know a single word of English. lLEven now, 


I know but a few scant vhrases of the English language. I did not 


attend any school in America.” 

"How long have you been ‘teaching school?” 

"when I first came over to this country, I worked at different 
jobs. ‘I was dissatisfied with what I was doing. Many years 
passed before I started my teaching career. Ten years later I dis- 
continued my teaching and went back to China. During this time 
Ah Yong, a student of mine, took care of my school." 

"On your last visit to China did you find any changes that 
impressed you?" 

"IT noticed that the imnortant cities are much more modernized, 


There are electric lights on the streets, Also the streets are more 
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clean, therefore more sanitary. In the little village where my 
folks livea there is no noticeable change," 

"What did you do in China before you came over to America?" 

"Most of my time was svent in school, My father is not | 
known as a rich man. But we never suffered from noverty. I 
never worked at any regular job." 

“What kind of education aid you receive at the aifferent 
schools?* 

®as I said before, the schools at that time taught the 
Chinese language only. They also have mathematics. I learned 
how to use the abacus. I1 studied the ancient Chinese classics, 
4 The schools at that time stressed the imrortance of the teachings 


of Confucius and Mencius. Physical education was not considered 


important. Today it is one of the imnortant subjects in the 
schools. In my school now I do not attemnt to teach the children 
the wise saying of Confucius or Mencius. They do not have enough 
time, In the morning they go to the English school and in the 
evening they come here. Of course, they stay here from two to 
three hours derending on how fast or how slow they do their work. 
And after they go home they usually have to do from one to two 
hours of heli sh homework, For this reason I never give homework 
to my students."® 

"How do the students over here comnare to the students back 

in China?? 

"In the first vlace it is hard to comnere the students here 

and the students back there. Back in China all of the time is de- 


| voted to the Chinese language. Naturally, those students have more 


re ere SRP ae Oe) ha veal a Pe ee OR eens Oy ae ng 
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im to concentrate on the eubieon The students over here have 
the ‘English school to look after. They naturally could not carry 
eer eeny aifferent subjects as the others. What we are doing now 


a at the school here is to teach the important things that are re- 


OG ' quired to be successful in business life. We do not find 4% ne- 


p 
ana 
ath eessary to teach our students the old classics although some of 
i the works we teach here have Rone handed down from long ago... The 


are wis y dpver tant thing that we teach our students is the ert of 


as writing nersonal and business letters. Most of the mothers con- 


_ sider their sons well educated if they can read and write a letter," ., 
He continued: “Sometimes it seems that so much time snent 
‘in the English and Chinese school is a little too much for the 
students, They either are slow in their work or they are tired 
out. We tried to make the work as light as mossible and yet at 
the same time not to sacrifice any of the good qualities. Once 
bevasy six months we have a huge examination.” 
"What is your main reason for coming over +o America?" 
“The chief reason for my coming over is to make a living. 
“Another reason why 1 came over is the traveling habit in me.™ 
"another but less important reason.is that I have éiiente 
oa over here,” 
"Do you remember anything about this country that was im- 
portant in your early days?" | 


ne was living in San Brencisco at the time of the earthquake. 


tate assist verter welds At that time 


Eee eS 


the lake was a filthy rlace. It was just a lake with muddy brown 
water. People avoided it because of the evil smell that Sine from 
it, Today Lake Merritt is one of the show snots of Oakland.” 

"Do you plan to return to Ghina?" 

"Yes, I do, Everyone of us who came from China always has 
a longing to return to the country someday. We do not know why. 
It is just a longing that exists in our minds. I have been teach- 
ing school for a long time and I haven't much time to think about 
going back to China. But I intend to go back for another visit 
soon or perhans to stay there nermanently.” 

"One of the things that I wish to know is what effect has the 
recent denression had on your school?" 

"Little or no effect at all" he answered. "Students did not 
stay away from the school, And new students came in regularly as 
usual, And as you rrobably know, this is not a nublic school, but 
a vrrivate one. I teach all of the classes myself, Only lately, 

i have hired another man to help me out with my work," 

"De you think that if you had never come over, you would be 
doing the same And of work in China?" 

"Yes, I think that I would be teaching school in China. I 
trained myself for that job. My son is over here studying in the 
University. Of course, he has graduated already. When he went 
back to China not so long ago, he worked on a government rroject. 
He is an engineer. He is also an architect." 


"Do you manage to make a living in your school work?" 


"I do not make much money in my work. But I do make enough 
to pay exnenses, My only amusements are the stage shows in San 
Francisco and reading books,” 

"Do you go to the cinema much?* 

"Por the last ten years I have not entered a motion ricture 
theater, My eyes are not as strong as they used to be." 

"What do you think about the children born over here in 
America? How do they comnare with children born in China?" 

"Phe most noticeable thing that hanrynens to children that are 
born over here is the fact that they are not so weak as children 
born in China. They seem to be larger and taller. There are 
excentions, of course. Another thing is that they are not so 
Chinese-looking as the others who are born in China. It is a little 
herd to exylain what I mean. But if an American-born Chinese is 
placed next to a China-born Chinese, you would notice the tremen- 
dous difference. And the people born over here are not as sunrer- 
stitious as the neople born over there, When the Chinese first 
came over here they brought with them all the traditions and manners 
of the old country. But as their children grew older and older, 

they began to adont some of the American customs and drop some of 
| the ancient Chinese customs. Jl remember very well my childhood in 
China. During the new year and other imvortant holidays, my mother 
would be busy with this and that. And there is one thing she never 
forgot to do and that was to light two red wax candles and put them 


on the table where there was also a boiled chicken and three curfuls 


of rice and also three glasses of wine. And she would then take 
each one of the children and lead them to the table and make them 
bow in front of the candles, And then she would mutter such things 
as: ‘Make my boy a smart boy. Make my.daughter a good daughter. 
And all sorts of silly things. Now in America this oat bekea is . 
still carried on by the old neonle. The younger generation pays 
no attention to it. And little by little the traditional ceremonies 
ef the olden times are forgotten, 
"Another thing that the neonle did in those days was to go 
to a sort of fortune telling verson to have their future told. It 
is not like the card reading or the nalm reading that we see -.much of 
in America. They would go to an old woman who makes her living by 
reading veople's future. I saw how they do it just once, First 
the old woman took a round box in which there were one hundred bam- 
poo sticks. She took the box and shook it ur and down until one 
of the sticks dronned out. On each one of the bamboos there was a 
number, The numbers were from one to a hundred, If it hapnened 
: that the stick contained the number one, wd that the person had to 
do was to look un in the fortune telling book and read the first 


q : 

7 saying. Almost every family does this once a year. In Oakland, 
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se — 


not so long ago there was an old woman who did this sort of work. 


I do not think that she is living now," 
"Do you do anything else besides doing school work?" 
"Teaching is my regular occunation. It takes un my time and 


i do not have much time to do anything else. There is one other ~ 
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“thing ee eh anyone wishes to know a work that he 
a foes not know 3 I help hin out whether he is a student in my school 
gd or not.” 
anes was getting @ark and I knew that soon the students would 
ra ‘begin: coming in, so Il asked him: patace you are a teacher, do you 


give any advice to your students as to what they should do?" 


en "I have always mad ita hebit to tell the boys that come to 
ay sohool to study mechanies, science, architecture and bridge 

| “building. Qur country is so far back of time that these studies — 
a are of real necessity. We need men who can do this sort of work in 
our country." 

"I won't bother you any longer. I know you don*t have much 
time now. Thanks a lot for the information." 

) "Before you go I want to give you a pook that I recently 

/  vought. I want you to.read it and if you do not understand it or 


: _ 4f anything is not clear just come up and I will be glad to explain 
cD, ; 


Ba = you. * 

PALI right; I will be sure to come un when I have time.” 

| ai have been talking to a men who really knows what he is. 

B quiking about. I feel as if I have learned a lot about my country 
inet I did not know before. 

ee ‘This man has been.in this ROpner for over forty years. And 
‘yet during that time he has not been out of the state of California, 
nat me of his life has been devoted to ota an There is no- 


os in his life. He is harpily married. His wife is <: 
v a ’ che ‘ 7 . 
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still living in China, And his old mother is still alive. His 
father has been dead for many years. His son is now married. He 
is going to continue with his teaching career, He is in good 
health. He is not worrying about the future. Perhaps ten years 
from now he will still be teaching school. And when he thinks he 
Should go back to his homeland, he will devart from this country 
and his life long desire will be fulfilled, 
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of the outside world. In 


but 
Athe sky and earth the people 


po alferp fo betfer ) 
tion after generation. They make A 4 themselves . 


oda € WAnE Prag 
fy, Hdewhebe-war ragefé, white dictators get assassinated, 
Come Mitheds | 


white political leaders ragesbe and = fo 5 little roieriak s 
(there fram and Tf is a skef villa 

stidl stand serene as ever. Sou hie Mee eee 

LSe Me bic mcm CAA vo ‘Aen , Re anepage ed (ar 

Bs romised tend. They kn Ww Rotniie Reece Skepressioe ——— 


Coprda fTAAS hag Z eary 
HP Eating about the economica® situation. Ae “ae they aed 
mh ew Ons aE ger Ka they world nop have beltegeh ham. 

ie metHing..bhey rides bald anette ears oh cena 


WAS 


& 
Their one wish u& 69 come over And their wish, after 


their Gane wish Was frrenese | 
they had come, Oo make enough) to’ go biyahe and see théir friends 


et before they Redcat: ee Oe 


a + hate 
BR a a it We eh SN gery Cee 
DENZOVE Shao °e 


fae, 
i 7 


i 


erent=people-suanbedai fferent trades. 


ri | 2 ge a XT a4 
The puch common the laundry er mae a the neat 
we fe’ 

a 2 ane 00d store, the lotterly business, ond... nenapootrer 


ae like 


The meedct 
3 Some ) 3 pee handieekes 
the man who ownad the chain of Aollar Stores. i 
. These; Pa ts ceomsisle7) 
The typical family/imeme of siz c i cary ii father and 


= 
a 


laevea boeeme 
s mother. ‘They aresnotsupposed=towbe ich is not 
Ww b Ann tein [fe 9 
strange, ith six children Aemonenonrs Stuneyo The father and 


: ( eM ape al Arlt in GAL) 
the mother will sectnewonesnginonmill sik the eet The ; 
will be safisfred if A ey get ena a cen farnl well aot Wve? 


oa Bee are Gen eat, sae Wive, wotwd 
will ado fhe fetch Pa 
eM The worn Az, whe house would work matdoexy (Aal never 


ene s, WHA thers wa Ley 2 (héIn_ #2 
hemo. not-—setmuboukevestny rest.. It is no wonder that many 


Pee ae Tey ee ee ee 


of them oot (older than their years. pent faces become 
wrinkled and their hair gray and bmn. hey ae PAEC King 


TArs 
Wa hard work without aie complaint. hey Seah stand it. 


Anal sa \ 
Life to them is WOrKy ork to them is ey ok “make 


nx The Yee 


Th effort to aoruse sp 
xg Gh gh etal: : GEE 

90%" Oneal | He pS Hee 0 PEAT they, The ws he € 
La _ the pus dene) for CA (HA 

eo fo erga few ee aoapy ei ae Rone ths Sree rhe erm 


leven Aaving ) 


tr PAY be, \ 
“ty sO—=9t regret scouins oy: over RLAHES \pepnciog th hey 


one (hing &€S Afi definite they gisa 
do. Staak die in their own lend so tedix wish. Only thys 


would 
wey comb they die ha . Hintn, 
By J PPY Do fee! Se oaDMO . ) itely ) 
oe And the children? Awe they « 1 SAME fron? /Mo. 


Cat 
America is home to then. [Mtney born LEME , , esa anh 


Eee a here wae eiafl re TA nd) 
studied an ife for them ta not all work. 


) 
fron A_wonk) te be Leen be! as welf ) 
a little pioasurg They live/ in the Western . 


kre 
manner. They sro not like the old villagers anocare( contend 
Remain Yi gp ace le Aas s . 
a: Bane. sane, oe after aie 439 Bote S$ t6fmara and the 


a SaeeY 


a at 
: aft CT A whi le ) 
ey become 


eon Poems: way. Promeaye/ the new generation, 


is : 
ie is * toe 
e mM 2 sancnted, & little nore ecteth oct 
ie a. j 


<i the ‘leader of the family. A\ 
ik: The 2 aanskild Pkg lable Sei | | 
a i ae parents know geometry, or chesmistry, 


(None. bat ‘Rages 


or science, or art? @edey/the sons and the daughters, ame ao , 
Ari ae) flea a aghtTr) ) 

_the-ones-who know=such tiines. ey 641 Superior’ to their 

on Ereermperes to firma in a number ef ways. | _ 


parent S/tneamwery. today) who is it that ee what to buy, 


where to put it, what color it shall be? Teanag, Mot the . 

Son nae 

hc ie pare ts, but the children. . hex | 

Nets wenn And at/ fhrs as. Me oath me ee fries Oi one 
‘ Luan et aye sen ot aie Sp nw2ks ie 4 t 


Tt ihe like 
Bat=before (oteecechouom tbortenw 


Mey aLE acfA young 7s — 
ne 


Lv 


me ae aoe jibe. : 


iT 


theyare both VoOungn yer ta they already have six ee 
ghree boys ay three ae eres gold,” oe other words, 


mh ak thi's Lou te 
a three Bry, very formal way of calling girls in the 

ee meendGteton im anti, ae aa ea ex- 
ae Prchebly ) ot He er the? , 


ie RES started in the olagn ines imes. In,jolden on nel a4 today 


.. Z, 
ae es oe ee 


art too, the groom,be fore he gets married, has to pay a certain sum 


of money to the girl's mother ed. Some eee 


sy  Cthrs_was (ag age, in phe phaih, ) 
otter paid as mich as a thousand erty for a wi e. 4 Spaaat | 


ae. bel Re alter ME 2 ) 
| even—todey the empresa hae ee on girlp sma /s } 


Ac 


still calledAthousand dollars gold. A 


€ . i 
They ‘been t#Pough twenty years pz 
. he. Ce OR caged 
t girl is twenty-two. Now, Gewtthe “ 


at fe 
of Pidke hk 


wenr€ 
obdsuinwe . LE the children axe~att born in tie Rat cernt a. 


“f ; ey Aa aired. 


The man of the family had through 311 sorts of cos= 


. Vrerss (fx des as CA Farry € fas 
‘uae Simons. He had eae poor, broke, and in debt. aaa been 


9 business man, & GOOK, 4a 


KO CPE cas . 
| store-oarlen, a lotterfy man, a clerk, and last, but not least a 


Prather. 

fe ret [rees fe 

Bhe-men- beloneda to the cemteim tyfe of+persomewhomwas KEP 
(AM fhe fine hag) ergy — 

 swozs moving’. He lived in Oakland, Berkeley, Vallejo, but 

never ye San Franciso. ae —— likef San Francisco, Or ) 

rather, oe children do not like to live c@pr there. 


| | ; : there, Baty thoy came 
ee (Ke eke lwete 
i Bi. ) Oakland to live. Here, three/children Sarr to—tbem 


wer (fre — 
The other three ontidrenare born indifferent places, fica ph Oabe to 
ee : (o FtmME. 


——ife.to. ta man.and woman was just ordinarye-, Wongyreat 
and sleep outa ‘probably covered the whols. _eubdject completely. 
In the meantime the children aro Th . up. The oldest child 

| he a girl; the tile ee “the third, 8 RM oll the fourth 
the f #th, a boy; and the sizth- is a ee because there 


m~ 


her. Sex. Praiinte, one “who 


Do fo. support Ate family the father started a little grocery, 
. in Oakland. ‘he store ey cru) Wn epee we It was 
only during thesmonth-ot July that the store could be said fe te be 
making a gteat deal of money. Why? Because July is the month 


wn which it is legal, Wd, to the Chinese anyway, to sell fire- 


i ( peg uen[ty, ) 
crackers even though it is against the law. ’ faring those few 
. days of July ,the store made more money eee ordinary months. 

i) oF ina. ; 
Be  “ The—fetrrer abiy beens hause by the money he saved py 7A€ 
a eer h in hows e aet) Wek in meee) 
o iW eye) ittle Broce ry store He fof a job | 
s as a coos in a little corner store. There for three years,he slaved 


2% a pp emeter 4 
cee in the heat of the little stuffy kitchen. y doing this work he 
ty | \eo Coan P 
Geum gained enough experience (chat three years later he sstartép 


&@ restaurant of his own. 
: me ‘s' ZA e. 7 
He opened a Saleh pees in Oakland. It was as failure. €on- 
5d 
petition was too greati Fhe suede his house and moved fto Vallejo. | 
Pte arr fhea— b~'TAA coe 
eye There he opened # restaurant nedubbewees- otter Success. | r 


| Because the yap cae wanted to go to the Berkeley schools Ae | 
Ther Bene? 
moved oul. After the graduation of the older children 


A Vv boc 
: iad al mA Vallejo to live. 
what 


He he Krew 
- foe Seth ange sigan tied Snglish SPs Ne by ear. He mever 


[ear eit ae S C3 4 ) 
studied Snglish, Ae eewaen or at home. F contact po ey 


SA es 


Speaking people ae setter Tt ay And th is not a difficult 
| CA thes e_ soli repli laever [earrm fo Of, 
pases to do. Many thas y ee method. “They ‘iheheemot 


lo [ezrn fo) 


writejwell bat at least, they eaadw speak tt. 


a a aie the-fathetbs- Se who” dor a?Pe of the | | 
me. UO Siratne dS ah irc staeee neta) 5) Rat 


cook. t 
hawever} (isc ex Te ere 


es Baila still interested in the restaurant _businessé Deno pi oe | 
aig 3.7 St és 
a Jee place #& accomodate great crowdsg a little eating — q 


wu ; 
ves d 
ta aie) 


comfort. ‘The man # all of the 


washite 6€ the dishes (weal the pots 
C “ie | 
ana pans. The are the waitress, There is no rushing 


e om a BNGeFrt 


t 


tg | 
Pt or hurrying Aeéaase it is not ees eho Ber Aas 


The ess graduated »a steady ag ee 


ae Aéte\ pretty good wages Mid. .. } 
|e em flr As Ae hrrKs or, to Ass fs e “(nm CACHE Ae hat 
Vi / Dreecroutbhful—days ofthe qen-was—jast likevany” -obher +fttle 
members Tho FAC CE Ae, herks a lrme Aes sony. fle 
| pera—Dheve-wereyears~of shoots woven te tre “<Prrtrke- work when 
Se Sihethllde ie asnner iz rhoaoling arth the Le - auctKk 
| € 


aan used Ape an ‘do SNA eo, my iit 5 x the fac fa Al CAE /it CLA A471 ff 


Andothenchistriphere~ané the pe 1 RENTS thet—hewdtd . j 
alt the ee ‘pres and he wary bck ‘clr Ae AelA: 


Owe. A e etn)“ vin 2extops it ould ‘Alben thafe mia 70 
L eas og sta 
"difference bi he had ‘nae come over. ~reat—teal 
's) it weld have Sis all fhe_ Ach egence tn She wns, 


i GE AEBS renod/ ere e ch Tdrenx Here, they have an opportunity 


tangs, bears they wae 

< eh back ie srnans, ‘it is for the best that the father 
Aere 2 benef Ee Hed) 

| aid eee over to America. it edie the enildren on @vemendously. 


TACnr CF fren nan CACnnw 
Lime oh bbérem-were born beeke—phere , vhey-woukd-probabiy—ve living 


‘& Uisdlateh’ CHA le te CABAL AE one CfA « ier: ee ee 
3 in little, illages i st.asLgnorant...of oabsides rs 


: e res Here maps e Vneny 
gay and carefree lige ere: fe. : Fe °F 


SLE WS WEES et te—the fae dn a few dsys 


the city of Vallejo will +e celbrat lag the arrival in thet eity 


r of the general who, not se long ago, dren the Japanese at 
sae ee was nentet J aay \ 
Roe. Ae tea There willfa great reception ae celebration. /many 


e: 
eard about the general will have a chance to see him in per- 


—~ 


‘Chinese Aewe iA Pe eeu es 
mere, t ave a gpaReS, to see a Rae abort person who 


- i 
Ratan > 


: ness 
Ae 


Ah heir 
ated 


ry Ars 
_ Won the admiration of the peoplejby his brillant @iepiley of 


Ae CASE 
PUnuasctot rot—so Ture aeo. iie will have 
ev near A in 
a chance to talk to him, perhaps we can prowiize an autograp 


Wns, Kad lu~€ Been y 
Geicieng Tving in the tiny hamlets back in China we 


had : 
: ST never hsve Cc ance .tosee-bim we can assume, and rightly 


MK @? ME VEN 
cca that some of the places in (Greases Chine probably aanot, 


Ae Khe defense Sharghal 


wm anything about this general or at made ‘nim 


SO oe é Pv eed S wher a paye been wrehrg,) 
pf oe a a 


Li he man/is going to invite the general to dinner if possible. 


-we-eare-trying to-point»out is that we; over: ‘here sépar- 


ted from China by cific esd eee epnonintes of 


seeing the general,.wh're back China in their own land the 


iia 
“would probably never have a Lia er bin. 
(oa aa whef Can Asapeen Aenre. 


Ppoguestneds, \ Many years from nowt heg man Wes probably pe)still /working <o 


eS 


as a rae And ye; wife will still be with him. Werokenseae ee 
bred( 
Gatvotes tate - They-are-not-bike the Hollywood stars who married» 


three—or-fourtines—-in-a-years 
Ara we erd Ze we AAPL pugs led AP fo 
ve-sverstill Bis peg 9 of ,.0.. Wb CRAB OVE Lao WS Eby 


why (hese fer SFO Whe LA PAeh Ne 
FQ Qh 8S: Sere poogibieny “hf oany one asKred= 8 whO~.6Koderkn >” 


selre 5 ron Nera thelCtre, pena 


: ne Wey 2.7) Life a 
— 


ve On the sidewalks of Chinatown there are many old men. Their 


faces are tanned by the countless days which they spent outside in 
the sun. They sit on doorstens, on chairs, ##d on the sidewalks. 
| Sometimes one will see an old, old man whose face is covered with 
: deep wrinkles that stand. We like the canals in the winner maren 
Some smoke long, old-fashioned pipes Mey Meme very quaint to be- , 


jastecoA, ~ ecl'A 


hold. Most of them do not wear shoes, They wear, /a~peculier kind 


es A ay MES 
off/Chinese slivperg. Bitack. Fhe careful observer 7 notice 


avr 


he fave crn 
that the Weer heavy, woolen stockings, They are ben just sce 


overflowing with old age. 
6 gif Most oO themnr « Asi € WeEAlT any 
They walk slowly ga the streets. eir talk is not louder 


A GOVE’, A fer, 
then justsja Merve whisver. fome who are stronger, talk with loud 
of Cantyme io Te 
q and strong voices. All speak different dialects, ee they under- 


stand each other, 
As we watch them we wonder who they are, what they do and 


why they are here. Perhaps-i-t-willbe~something which we will not 


. &s > etl el 
aoe eS: 


—beeableste~explain fully. We omnes what their life waa like. What 


ee 


did they do when they were young. ? ts there any difference between 


that (Nar WS A ard what t was) T was eager 
[ize Soacr- dnd-yoovendey? TSth vaie-queapion tn ole mind we-teter 


mined to Shon out the answers, uti itowas~ae-feillure....They’are so 
them Ainectly ended in facleae. The WE/LE ANA teenkd SO 


ce a Od talk. 


ae wkd not blame them for not wanting to talk. If 
me NE 
someone stopped us on the Hiidadre asked @# to frat ad the 


va 
story of out life, seers ae shee at asleep alae decided that 
To approach wy task of havin le tell me fhe SF for 
the»only—-way Nice oA SEEN ERE oS go to~the dif t 


of Ker life (wr w Avbfenent anne s Sn §F2 9A : 
ery people rm Tke stacet pe Rene fare, 


= 


AOE of 0 Je IN 


uh sulle 


we 
‘ 1) Lew 


, 


es 
an | 
wea f to. visit ¥ ee families there whe Aak beter lac 
ami? nd igate ndé-se~f 0 storyowe Whi wrtve-about — 
Wha F ee" now to narrate TL BE tan, tn tars wxy. Lites 


@ women«whe ha s. 
ED >) ye ie i ree Aad hak 4 fe UH ly fe . 
A full life means a good life. Anda good life to a Chinese 
sti (lL beter 
woman means a life full of children. Eight, nine, or, mope-hepeddy , 


ten. Women who had small families would say to the woman who had 
My Acar 
a large family, “Goodwife, byt you must have lived a good and hapoy 
(naZee 
life." And the goodwif@ would answer, “Life is strenuous (waet with 
Ceatara 
so many children to take car@. You are indeed fortunate to have @& Sd 
ad) 
small,family." But in her heart the woman did not mean what she 
said. She is happy to have other women praise her. 
J7me 

fhe young women of today are a—biteke different. Their families 
are smaller .and ferhaps it is for the best that they are. They know 
that is is not an easy thing to take Ee 8552 of a huge family. 

IT spear ef was. 

But this ON re woman of old Chine. When she became a 
wife she was aware that she would become the mother of a large 
family. She was fully prepared to face a life of struggle, of work, 
: Ss 
For did not her mother face the same condition when she became a 
wife? And her grandmother? 

Te woman is forty-nine. She has six children. And the 
youngest one is only two years old, Remarkable, -these-Chinese..wo- 


mene.dnd what they eanedo, One of them died when he was a little 
1s & fact 71) 


‘strange things that/almost ea we 
IHRE 


interviewed, we found out that there wes always ynerson died 


when he was little. This family was no exception. 


smsmmmmoet dy All of the childrenwere born in America, The 
hense AAC. 
woman elie in China, «Ard Her husband wes born daawAmerdea. 

af 


It—is—getting..to—be-so»much™sinilarity~in» the» different™ 
_stories=that if-we close our eyes. we~could tyne-a story..ofsour 
imagination and when«we finishedy“it would=vrobably not be sowfar 


| aS bani pape vag € of Aaon a 


The woman lLiwed=in Ho Chung . itis a small vetbege— 
The forevirce 


n Ganton. Her girlhood days were synent there. She had a little 
schooling. Her mother had a lewm@e family of twelve chttéren,. The 
was AC wes 
women ##@ the sixth child. When a little girl her mother bound 
Link ae) 
her feet until they were not more than five or six inches. It was 
very vainful for her, but she stood it all because it was the cus- 


tom in those days to bind the feet of every ee 


(had been ) 
Her feet became so small that if they nut into 
[The a Racine Kf (have been — 
, Ginderel ats slippers, they would #@# completely lost, She arrived 
bro td. SpE es 
in this country wearing a nair of hand-mace flowerf@- slivpers. 


She was wearing black-silkéf pants and &hW hed a head-band gerosy 


—— heax-_) 
Wet nes. We do not know the English word for it. aaa band 
wr Which L Ao not know he Erglisk eguivalent, J 


was five or six inches wide and aieuaee tices long. It was put 


i LL assame 
around the head and tied at the back. Tite purpose, Me presume, was 


to serve as a hat. ame er hair was arranged smoothly aid combed 


back and was tied at the back. When she arrived people stared at 


4 STAR CACAITMAE€E 
‘ her and wondered what/it s that had come ashore, 


But today after SE eevee veers in America, she look#é much 
Yo 

younger and prettier than fifteen years ago. She showed me some 

ian oe 

] PS eae. of herself at the time she arrived in this country. And 


ay wee Tue, gasesep ic 


» Personally I would never have known 


it was the same person if she had not told me so herself. 


Poy andi we wy’ 5 
asses: f 


LAs id bie 


: * > itt 
Dd di Sere ed RE 


Today her hair is bobbed. It is arranged in @ soft effect. 
Wb waves that make her look much younger. She does not wear the 
head-band anymore. Nor does she wear hand-made shoes. Nor does 

nyte J . 
she wear Chinese robes and silk pants. (She wears sweaters and 
skirts. Really she does not look like SH6(%s forty-nine at all. 
She looks much younger. With the single exception of her feet she 
Ww 
@ould be classified as being quite beautiful. 
€”) Req 

Since she gave un wearing those hand-made shoes she had a 

hard time buying shoes that would fit her feet. Awhen she first 
k -rast— 
started to wear shoes she had a miserable time. @ G68 could 
thes ba ata all 
not walk with /shoes—on, - The shoes were so big that whenever she 
walked, bhe/sioss just dropped out. Another woman who had the same 
trouble with her feet recommended a certain store that sold shoes 
apol hak shoe STOCKS 
made to order, store. sored shees of all kinds and makes, 
cok 

They had a special devartment in which they take care of oriental 
women who had trouble with their shoes. The average vrice for one 


al wear <e we "lag 
of these cee was over twenty dollars. sAsd the woman naid ferv.it+ 


Weary 
‘ame shoes are of such Siperi er quality that they last “Geer 2 
eeuokeenr’ 
eh ee at 


When this woman/|first bought ae of shoes €rom this store 


4 


Lhe 7, 
ges did not fit her nerfectly, The store made ## as small as 
rene j 

possible,, but Mewes still, too ge. So the woman solved the vrob- 

hease ee tars 34€ 
lem /by Sikes cotton em the toe end of the shoe, she-.did not 
hate aay more trouble. 

Wewill-not-discuss,any merewon shoes.or the.reader»will 

think-we-are-writing an essay.on footwearinstead of writing. an. 


daterview,— 


er, ae 
gy PN: 


or e.. ry 
te Dike 


= 


? al then gh she 
so-called delicate tyne, Shey=goodness 


(wA_eve ee 
She is just an average woman, And 


, 
a, 


like aie roan, there aiauncke a few pretest she wanted to 
she ac : 
get married and raise a family. And what-afamily}...ds the#resuits 


—— ne ea 


1e 5A Ae 


(hez neloty ves) 
When the woman had her first baby, peorteAin China celebrated 
Those here Aca: 
the occasion with more enthusiasm than theeneopleseverwhere,. 
ther 
There were many reasons MG FO, wasp, Firsts the baby diy 


cA (Pu‘s Smal 
apes 
hed Efe: 


‘la ltan ara vor 
pet Sn 


| the btala bey 
\Y ~\la boy. And ¢heamake-soxto the Chinese neonle 1 fe corgtdoredin- 
ay eqanded AS 2H CMA /Pe- 2tanf even 
Vay Dot. tar + “hditaiehlushingy) Secondd, ee mova father tn in China tee “45 
eS Xs sap wmben: a erendfather “atteower again. onirds the woman sent 
| ~ X 
ay Be money back to ice folks Beek in China for the celebration. 
PS Ch (nese 
: 3 ae Nothing weuld please’ at opientel-verson more than to have a 
| Va Sted betten, ftw ar fhree: 
| wets paby boy. Oretwo, Or three, \ 
a 
eX oa Life for the woman when she was a girl was not/exciting. 
g wes TAC H 
as - ae She helped with the housework, and 4H#é went to school. ‘aie 
<2 
At patie. 
‘x LIy married and came over here. yBhe lived in San Francis co.\wheneshe 
& EE Ree ee Sets EEN lS ee en 
- ah CamenOver. CAs was the custom with many families in those days, 
7] [7agen 
Ke aX she lived with another family, thie ait one half of the rent, gas, 
e}5 ose ays 
‘ ve 2 electric, water, and garbage. amilies were crowded together, 
HES vy A 
a a Usually there was but one bedroom, Ore small kitchen, “aind a / 
| y es 2) } im é 
\ecs. Little room to put /odd Ms ll 3 When the woman had her first okt 
eas 
BY rt the baby had a little ertb of her own. When more and more children 
yy 8 ey ‘came the room was not big enough to hold them all. 
NS 


Ss 
@he woman sewed clothes on a Singer machine./for many wears 
Even when she had a smal aby to take ¢ ¢.she worked just the same, 


? 
a fase es a fh ES 
fan / CER fer e pen ear ata nes in ene, shy & 
insisted, she wuld neyer hav — fua veye A _foose Anca fl Hay ee) 


ao ays) ere eet, 
bad at! 9 a) 


She put the baby on her mack in a,-what shall we call ity sort of 

hens (STC. "4 i 
carrier, It daa big “piece of heavy cloth with four long bands 
sewed on (the four corners. 

The baby was put on the back of the woman and the cloth tas 
placed over him. The two long bands at the bottom of the cloth 
were allowed to drop down the sides. The two bands at the top of 
the cloth were allowed to drop over the shoulders to the front of 
the chest. Then all four ef the bands were tied together in the 

pays 

front near the stomach, The woman worked many times in this manner. 
_ tue 
dné—Sometimes, when she was through with her work her back would 
ache and hurt her. tiétetwére/hany Chinese women Wh& worked in that 
MaRnet however ,— 
condition. Today, we rarely see the young women using that old- 
fashioned carrier on the baby. 

/ 

The woman speaks English quite well. Shey/té@y learned it 
by ear. She knows the Chinese Mernguagé’fairly well, but not well 
enough to write letters. It is BURRS Eng how many neonle do not 

tin Chin €5¢ 
know how to write Mpdenelse letters. Even those who hea been to CAinese 
cont deals sti 4 a) 


school’ and know quite a do not know how to write s%€m well, 
en lings fo tre wriwan ofkat Wagers) Aor'ng she spoKxe very freely, 


said, "Taking care of a Se is not an easy task. 
Boostde s ont ana (Ff Is 
ere ae eae 40 many/exnenses sfdiethevece hard Pde SLOSS AE SAS, 


Whe sémeone gets married or someone has a baby we have 


BsfA_fhese _ 
to buy presents and gifts. And things happen@@ very 


often so that we are always buying this and that. When any ore 
of the children gets sick we have to worry about the doctor's bill, 


When their shoes become broken we have to worry about buying new. 


shoes. Worry, worry all the time, 
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"In China when I was a little Fee did not seem to Matwd 
(so much /worry/ We had a large temiiy, 736 got along all right. 
If we did not have any new clothes it did not matter. If we got 
Sick, we just drank a cup of herbs recommended to us by the pulse-~ 
Feeting doctor, We ate rice, greens, and salted fish. Nobody 
complained about the food, | 
"But children today are different. They would not eat the 
same food day after day. They want variety —tr—-eise—they ure 


hot eat. They want new things to wear. They want toys to play 


tars aX 
with, They are always wanting something. I always sat@ that 
Ay) meer) | 
family who/make enough fow exnenses is very fortunate. — 
of > 


"I spend a lot of money, but not fo®lishly. AI am not like 


other women who hoard their money, If I think that things are 

Ce Will te ne hesjtatron-/) 
4AItnot eve. AI think 

even | 

it is foolish to spend money unwisely, but I think it is/more 


really necessary, I will buy then. 


foolish to hoard it. Not that we should not save money. We should 
save, but not hoard," 
JZ hAaye CA ed_) OG eas) Aene 

egomabsneey Carte a/ev since you came evar? 

"P/havé. When I first babtegiuy heir I felt strange. But no- 
body laughed at me so I thought it was all right. I was one of 

yrCan Tha 

the first Chinese women to heave her hair bobbed. i~¢think. #t was 
in 1925 that°E*bobbed=my=hatr. Immediately all of my friends who 


Were bobbing my has 
are not too old, bobbed their hair also. saved me a lot of 


etl meanf a lof oF frirble arnangn . 
cause I=bobbed my heir, Waen(my hair bas 


the Chinese style F-ned-a~tovotetrouble/ tai Ing care of it, . 


es * es 


1 


; ec os (ae 
Ge. okmleala ear Pee 
we. Day We-enother_nerspn fix-the-hein/tor USe 


When we had a party we/sven# hours fixing (our hair! ups Now with 

bobbed hair, all we have to do is to gi ye the hair an easy brushing 
Wee bobbed hag 

and we are through. KX helys me a lot because I have so many 

children. Ide.not have to~snend=so much t 


Ioused to-do,” 


(Tru ask we Acw ! tice Haeenree 
. f a) gh 
Wamerica is a fine place to live, Everything is so up to 
(Aa tasfe AAC pi A ST ae Sy con 
date. In China 1 had trouble with my eyes. [Shor t-sighteatwss. 


; wo sr 
It wasn*t until I landed in America that I iean etacgad. and I 
Aawe ver 


Chest al Plast hea we2e) (Awe id te, 
are/a Hui Sances.. I got so used to them that if I stopped 
Left. (nth Ane ae —) 


eo 7 


— 


wearing them for a day/I could not get along. ‘America is a fine 
place to raise children, They have so many advantages over here, 
The children have a greater scope in the field of education. Take 
myself for icine. te When Iwas a little girl I did not have half 
CAtnese. 
the advantages a theyboys and girls of today have. I had to pay 
- apH 
for my education. AS ELS ota there are public schools’ Phere/ one 
i aes Se 
has the oppor tunity, ¥ art, English, music, arithmetic and 
Ca?) 
scores of other subjects. In high school one eoukd learn #Ahé higher” 
Hyves of sciencé and mathematics. Did we have such an oppor tunity? 
No. My girlhood-days “are not the kind 6faeyw that the girl of to- 
| ef L) 
day would like. I was a little girl Stine was treated like a woman . 
Ou e-) ZT was ve ; Srall (adecd 4 
I did the/work of the -howsé when « i could cook a meal 


when I was seven. I did not have much time for nleasure, I had a 


ie = 
little educationy (Not very much thong," ... 


an 
i 


This woman married w few she was twenty-six. 


lin CA ina_ 
old age for a girljto get married. 


He bo re OE iep Americ for eight years 
SA 


c TACPI_ lindas’ 
Banta Pt Me wiféjover. The wife ras/t thirty-four, # 


That was very 


(Lo Alareaica ) 


Her husbend then came overfalone, } 


he went 


back ‘to is rie 


/ 
) 


Meer Today Vin'¥og vere “so Longe she is approaching the half 


century caries Li her nusban¢ was over here she lived with her 


Ae a 


( mother in vie villeges / 


There are many Chinese ae eae 
ilo Ee As living _ 


16"Cane over=the women <1 


(have hak this 
s today 


Bay, 


SAME ex pe weEnce) 


see 


Lin CAAA & 
The husband K over here while se wife is back there 


} 
( AS Wwe ues VO" SEM | (FUR Re eee x Deaths tl bee ging / 


ittle by ‘little 


Yietr fPe aay sAe annvea ACAE, sAe ast 
ewer. She discarded her native dress and adopted the more modern 


American clothing. Son-teer mitt caLbscasiceeeevierehpated: And 


WOLS 7 
that ¥@ something. There are many women today who 


Mness ) 


ae the 


ey ae 
same as/when they first came oyee wee. them ere mid wearing 
Tt- 


those odd looking head-bands, 
fr ese women [7/ 


woukd simply be out of 


place/{wearing American clothing. They are #me one hundred percent 


CA Sone fee Efi 
othing are concerned, 


Chinese as far as their /habits and 


wESTtN, Ka wl ve 
This woman westernized. 


She H#d kept vace with the 


ever changing world. We ae be sure that her children will not 


be brought un to believe, superstitio 


ny and 


ofheq Tel-~of- lKe way _) 
Geel ee oe 


"To me, America is a fine place to live in. There’ are — 


So many\advantages here that are unavailable in Chins. The 


children have a greater scope in the field of education. 
"Take myself for instance. When + was a little girl, 

bi ala not have helf the advantages as the boys and girls 
of today. t had to osy for my aE hd bs Over here there 
are public schools where one can learn the higher types of 
sclences and mathematics. L had no such opportunity when 
1 was a girl. | 

"I guess 1 was one of the first women who cut away the 
014 Chinese coiffure. iihen 4 first had my hair bobbed, 4 
felt very strange, Wa ices laughed at me, so I thought 
it must be all right. Almost immedietely, 911 of my friends 
big are not too pha, bobbed their hair also. When my hair 
were arrenged Ao the Chinese style, ; had a great deal of 
trouble taking care of it. Sometimes I even found it necessary 
to have sfother woman fix my hair for me. But now with short 


heir 1 4 have to do is to give the hair an easy brushing, 


and an through. It helps me greatly because + have So many 
Aildren to care for —_ 

She showed me through her house, and 4+ discovered that 

L{KF ures 
it was a homely and very pleasant place. There As nothing 
mas who 

in it that fe Chinese except the people that live/in it. Her 
home is typical of many homes that 1 have seen, not too elabor- 
ate nor too simple. 

She follows tee Chinese holidays Bess but without 


Oven -Carl (sma Wl are 
ee wpsétvink every/ancient detail as she 


t RéersT 
Cy ents She only wears Chinese robes when there is a 
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a big party or when she goes to the theatre. 


Her erilaven. des ii porn in America. Fortunately for 
them, they are all well educated both in Chinese and inglish 
literature. Unlike most Chinese who knows nothing of their 
own tongue, these children are prepared ready to meet opportun- 
ities when they come. 

America is America, and China is China. geeanee Because 
she livas here, this woman knows that it is fitting that the 
children be brought up in the occidental way, yet without 
losing any of the cihhlture and packground of their ancestors. 


Ana—because-+—know~her~so-well,~1--am-sare..trat this” 


woman has. succeeded in her -task-admirably. 


( et is 
) , She is modern, changing 


along with the times. Unlike most old Chinese who remain 


s fatic Seiya 
rag in 8 modern age, she is a very vital 


new f-fim — 
part of oe doing her ae in determining what is to be 


Yes, like Chinatown 


expected of the new generation. 


Yer ae like VE Sy ee a ne AC 
a | (Fe of igs J/draen ara Bia Ke of STavgpy le ‘ec poe, 
of he De Hrd wan Vi 4 fhe Fe ee Me de 
Chir ese won en trhay weeld Cad vitkest Kir 
pox life a fall sad a cmnplere cme.’ 
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Nothing would please a Chinese woman more than to have some one 


411 her wnat good sons and daughters ane has. 
eit: 
oldest one is married. ‘The second son is killed in an automobile 
accident. Everyone of the children is working with the exception of 
the youngest girl who is but seven years of age. ‘The first and third 
sons are carpenters. ‘The fourth son is an insurance man. ‘The fifth 
and sixth sons are delivery boys for the Sxaminer. The seventh son 
Sells newspaper on a Tenth street corner. The eighth and ninth and 
tenth in this family are girls. They helped in the house work. 
: The father is a banker. He worked in the bank for many many 
q | years. The wife has a lot of leisure time. She does not have to 


work. Her husband and her sons more than supplied her with money 


@nd food. 

The father owned a store and a house. ‘The store is just right 
next to the house. 

The store had a very interesting history. First it was a 
cigar stand. Then it was a book shop. And later it was a store that 
sold Chinaware. Today it is an electric supplies store. ilinat next, 


we don't know. 


dropped in and segaiered a package of cigarettes and did not pay for 
it. And policemen went by smiling because they knew they tkey would 


have an extra cigar in their hats when they passed by this stand. 


and started a book shop. It was very interesting to know how the 


book shop became a chinaware snop. 


It happened like this. | : ‘ 


This woman has ten children. Only two are girls. One son, the 


When at ste stand it did not make much money. Friends ~ 


/30 


Because it did not make much money the father stopped the business 


- 


@ ois Ua) i i 


fate 


( 2) | $3 1, 


It was July and all of the Chinese around’ Chinatown were prem 
paring to sell firecrackers to make some moneys ‘This book shop 

ag was the second house from the corner. On the corner there was & 
grocerky store. very yeer during July this store sold firecrackers. 
All of the firecrackers and fireworks were stored in the pack room 
of the corner store. 

The children in the store were playing with sparklers. ‘They 
took the sparklers into the store room making believe that the sparklers 
were flashlights About an half hour after this had happened | smoke 
was seen coming out of the room. But it was too late to do anything. 
The firecreckers were beginning to pope The sky rockets were whizzZ- 

ing by. A yellow canary was purr to death. By the time the fire 
department arrived it was too late to save much. ‘The four walls of 
the store room were burned to atoms. 

The book store was right next to the store room. ‘The walls 
were placed closed together. The fire escaped through the cracks 
ie set the book store on fire. 


A 
In a moment the store was 4. roaring furnace. Everything was 


burned. 

It was a big loss to both stores. However, everything was 
satisfactorily settled by the fire insurance department. 

Then the store was made into a chinaware shop. It did not 
do a profitable business and the owner changed it into an electrical 
shop. And today it is an electrical shop. the store also sell 
carpenter's supplies. 

And it is getting along quite well too. 

The woman's early life is interesting. She was the oldest one 


in a family of nine. .All her life she did not do any work. She lived 
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in a big house. She did not have to do any work because all of the 


servants did the work. 
And when she was a little girl her mother looked to it that 
ner daughter had “lily feet." And she had. 
She aden) 8 life of ease all her life. Zven when she became 
a narried,,she did not lead a hard life. She had one child after 
another. And soon there were ten. All of tne chijdren were brought 


up in a atmosphere of goodness and kindliness. ‘the parents were 


peace-loving people. he children were perhaps too closely bred 


to be quite fitted for ordinary life. The home is gentle, homely 


and loving. JUhe children were taught to, careful in their sim in 
life. 

The children grew up and the oldest son is twenty-two years 
old. 

Years ago, toward the end of December, the sons and daughters 
of the family delivered books to all of the stores and houses in 
Chinatown. These books showed imaginary pictures of heaven and 
hell. And the books taught the people to be honest men and womene 

The books were printed with red ink. And there were many 
illustrations in these books. ‘There were nude figures of men burning 
in fires...sensuous ladies with their stomachs ripped open and the 
intestines flowing out....devil men with horns on their triangular 
heads...bodies of men crushed by wheéls...spike gardens where the 
bodies of men and women were thrown into it.e..on another page... 
serene faces of angels siiling...efood and wine on the table...veau- 
tifal virtuous ladies in flowing gowns. ..handsome men in silk robes.. 
peace and happiness.... 


This was hell and that was heaven. 
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When I read the book, "Le Jardin des Supplices," bong ago 5 
thought that I had read the most damnably eruel book in fiction. 
In English that book, translated, is "Torture Garden." 

It is written by the French author, Mirbeau. It was a story 
to show the injustice of all Governments. Only persons who do not 
have weak hearts could read it. It was a, story about the Chinese 
and their methods of. tortures. ‘The vocabulary of the author was 
one of abuse and it sounded like the words of thunder. 

Even that book is dim by the startling pictures aagttated 
in thése books which were distributed by these people. 

Another strange thing about this family is the fact that no one 
would burn any,=nglish newspaper. They burn 311 of the Chinese papers. 
The reason is that for all the Chinese words one burned, one will 
know that much more. Silly? But everyone in the family is sincere 
in the believing ‘this idea. 

Now it is Christmas. On the windows of this electrical store 
there are green leaves and red berries on the windows. Inside the 
store there is a great big Christmas tree with white tinsels drdop- 
ing downwards. Big blue electric globes glistened. And on the 
bottom of the trees there ae many presents wrapped in transparent 
red paper. 

It strikeé me ss rather strange that such a family is celebra- 
ting the Christmas holidsys. 

The mother explained. 

"In Ghina long ago, and even today, we never know that December 
twenty-fifth is a holiday. Nobody in the Villages knowe But when 


I came over to America, I saw that many of the Chinese is celebrating 


Christmas. Theyi as the years went by, we got into the Soirit of the 
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St—the Christmas holidays. Then as my children grew Up, I began 
es receive presents from theme So that every year I got presents 
from my children." | 

She woman goes to all the parties that she could go to. hen- 
ever there is any celebration she is there. Before the Mandarin 
Theatre on Grant Avenue closed, she used to go there very often. 

She too was the daughter of a rich merchant. Her grandfather 
was a farmer, but her father was not. The father inherited all of 
the grandfather's money when the grandfather died. 

The father went into business life. He made money in his ven- 
ture. And the sons and daughters were fortunate 3s all of them had 
a good education. And all of the deughters in the family had “lily 
feet." | 

The woman when she was about eighteen met a young man. The 
family approved of him immediately. He was born in America. And 
his father took him back to get married. eae trite by now) 

After the satisfactoryanount of ee ee settled, 


the man and woman marriedi And to Galifornia they came. The man 


was educated in the Amefican schools and he had been to high school. 


ilany years later he came over to Oakland. He got a job. In 1920 

he got a job at the bank. He had been working there ever since. 
Every year in the New Year he sold Chinese lilies. But during 

the last four years he did not. The reason was that the Chinese 


people did not buy lilies as they used to do. There are two kinds 


of Chinese lilies. ‘he one layer and the two layers. People usually 


alin 
buy the two layers kind because trey are supposed to be the 5098 
AQ 
luek kind. Poorer people buy the one layer kind because tney are. 


i 


cheaper. 
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The Ghinese are very particular about their lilies. They buy 
the lilies just about time the flowers open. If a Chinese buy some 
lilies that fail to bloom, he takes it as a sign of bad omen. If 
the lilies bloom beautifully, then it is a sign of prosperity. If 
the lilies bloom just fair, then thas is a sign of fairness in home 
and business life. 

This man sold lilies for many years. long ago the prices were 
high. And pedple bay ae EN it was high. In the last few 
years there weno, much lilies being imported. According to the 
story it was said that the ‘lowers had s kind of disease. 

Now that the father had given up his flower business he does not 
care. lilies do not sell good now. And his sons are growing up. 
They all haveljobs. Even the smaller boys are independent of the 
parents. ‘They make their own money and they spend their cen money. 
The parents do not have to worry 4 bit about the financial standing 


of the children. ‘the father had 200d money in wages. Yes siree. 


And the mother lives on. Content, happy, and gay. At home 
| She des not dress up. Her hair is like a mop on her head. xer 
Boer 


-ghoes are not tied. And often when anyone Went to visit her, she 


is still asleep. she does not have to do any housework. «er daughters 
do it. She spends her time visiting friends and relatives. she has 
many friends in the city. She goes ovas every Saturday and with 4 
group of ladies she attends the stage shows. And she does not come 
fees until Sundsy night. 

Life to her is just a bed of roses without any thorns. Life to 
her represents gayety. Happiness. Joy. She is not like other women 
who work and work all year around. I sometimes wonder if this woman 


ke s n (rresewd 
could cook rice or not. ‘henever she dresedé up, she RAM Sean id rs The 


6 ; 
And her face is 


Her hair is se 


is in fact a different person. 
ye henever anyone is make trouble to thats ewan the mothers 
Ss een ee to their sons, "Look at the roe ere A Noubont Sealey 
working and the mother does not have any trouble. It would be a 200d 
‘e example if you sons woduld be like them." 

x The: woman is young looking. No wrinkles or mark@é on her face. 
She ae lived a life of ease and she ari never worried. ‘Therefore 
ee the wearisone and tired look in not in. “body or spirit. 

She is about forty-six years of age. She married when she 


a a, young eirls i er, life is not like the Br AAP Arey life of the 


_ average Chinese woman. She is a happy mother. 


| 
. 


Nothing would please 2 Chinese womsn more than to have some one 
tell her what good sons and daughters she has. 

Tis woman has ten children. Only three are girls. One son, the 
oldest one, is married. The second son is killed in an automobile 


accident. Everyone of the children is working with the exception of 


| the youngest girl who is but seven years of age. The first and third 


sons are carpanters. The fourth son is . an insurance man. The fifth 
and sixth sons are delivery boys for the Examiner. The seventh son 
sells newspaper on 4 Tenth Street corner. The eight and ninth and 
tenth in this family are girls. They helped in the house work. 

The father is a banker. He worked in the bank for many many 
years. The wife has a lot of leisure time. She does not have to work. 
Hew husbank and her sons more than supplied her with money and food. 

The father owned a store and a house. The store is just right 
next to the house. 

The store had a very interesting history. First it was a cigar 
stand. Then it was a book shop. And later it was a store that 
sold China+waree Today it is an electric supplies store. That next, 
we don't know. 

When it was a ciger stand it did not make much money. Friends 
dropped in and acquired a package of cigarettes end did not pay for 
them. And policemen went by smiling because they knew they would have 


an extra cigar in their hats when they passed by this stand. 


Because it did not make much money the father stopped the business 


and started a book shop.e It was very interesting to know how the 
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book shop became @ shina—ware shop. 

It ahappened like this. 

It was July and all of the Chinese aroung Chinatown were pre- 
paring to sell firecrackers to make some moneye This book shop was 
the second house from the corner. On the corner there was a grocery 
store. Every year during July this store sold firecrackers. All of 
the firecrackers and fireworks were stored in the back room of the corner 
store. 

The children in the store were playing with sparklers. ‘They 
took the sparklers into the store room making believe that the sparklers 
were flashlights. About a half hour after this had happened. smoke 
was seen coming out of the room. But it was too late to do anything. 
The firecrackers were beginning to pope ‘fhe sky rockets were shizz- 
ing bye A yellow canary was burnt to death. By the time the fire de- 
partment arrived it was too late to save much. The four walls of the 
store room were burned to atoms. 

The book store was right next to the store room. ‘The walls were 
placed close together. The fire escaped through the cracks of the 
walls and set the book store on fire. 

' In a moment the store was a roaring furnace. Everything was burned. 

It was big loss to both stores. However, everything was sat- 
isfactorily. settled by the fire insurance department. 

Then the store was make into a china-ware shop. It did not doa 
meotitanls business and the owner changed it into an electrical shop. 


And today it is an electrical shop.e The store also sells carpenter's 
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supplies. 

And it is getting along quite well too. 

The women's early life is interesting. She was the oldest one 
in a family of nine. All her life she did not do any work. She lived 
in 8 big houses She did not have to do any work because 211 of the 
servants did the work. 

And when she was 2 little girl her mother looked to it that nee 
daughter had “lily feet." And she had. 


She lived a life of ease all her life. Even when she became 


@ married woman, she did not lead a hard life. She had one child after 


ey And soon there were ten. All of the children were brought 
up in a atmosphere of goodness and kindliness. The parents were peace- 
loving people. The children were perhaps too closely bred to be quite 
fitted for ordinary life. The home is gentle, homely and loving. The 
children were taught to be csreful in their aim in life. 

The children grew up and the oldest son is twenty-two years old. 


Years ago, toward the end of December, the sons and daughters of 


the family delivered books to all of the stores and houses in Chinatown. 


These books showed imaginary pictures of heaven and hell. And the books 
taught the people to be honest men and women. 


The books were printed with red ink. And there were many illustra~ 


tions in these books. There were nude figures of men burning in firese... 


sensuous ladies with their stomachs ripped open and the intestines 
flowing out....devil men with horns on their triangular heads....bodies 


of men crushed by wheels...spike gardens where the bodies of men and 
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women were thrown into it...on another page.. sereve faces of angels 
smiling. ..food and wine on the table... beautiful virtuous ladies in 
flowing gowns...handsome men in silk robes..peace and happiness.... 

This was hell and that was heaven. 

When I read the book, “Le Jardin des Supplices, long ago I 
thought that I had read the most damnably cruel book in fiction. In 
English that book, translated, is "Torture Garden." 

It is written by the French author, Mirbeau. It was 4 story to 
show the infustice of all Goverrments. Only persons who do not have 
weak hearts could read it. It was a story about the Chinese and their 
methods of tortures. The vocabulary of the author was one of abuse 
and it sounded like the words of thunder. 

Even that book is dim by the startling pictures illustrated in 
these books which were distributed by these people. 

Another strange thing about this family is the fact that no one 
would burn any English newspaper. They burn 311 of the Chinese papers. 
The reason is that for all the Chinese words one burned, one will 
know that much more. gilly? But everyone in the family is sincere in 
believing this idea. 

Now it is Christmas. On the windows of this electrical store 
there are green leaves and red berries on the windows. Inside the store 
there is a great big Christmas tree with white tinsels drooping down- 
wards. Big blue electric globes glistened. And on the bottom of 
the trees there are many presents wrapped in transparent red paper. 


It strikes me as rather strange that such a family is celebrating 
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The Christman holidays. 

The eather explained. 

"in China long ago, and even today, we never know that December 
twenty-fifth is a holiday. Nobody in the villages knows. But when I 
came over to America, I Gea? thot many of the ehitese is celebrating 
GWeistmes. wnohivee the years went by, we got into the spirit of the 
Christmas holidays. ‘Then as my children grew up, I began to receive 
presents from them. So that every year I got presents from my children." 
| The woman goes to all the parties that she could go to. When- 
Gvat there is any celebration she is there. Before the Mandarin Theatre 
on Grant Avenue closed, she used to go there very often. 

She too was the daughter of a rich merchant. Her grandfather was 
a farmer, but her father was note The father inherited all of the 
grandfather's money when the grandfather died. 

The father went into business life. He made money in his venture. 
And the sons and daughters were fortunate as all of them had a good 
education. And 311 of the daughters in the family had “lily feet." . 

The woman when she was about eighteen met a young man. The family 
approved of him immediately. He was born in America. And his father 
took him back to get married. (rather trite by now) 

After the satisfactory amount of money was peacefully settled, the 
man and woman m@rried. And to California they came. fhe man was ed- 
ucated in the American schools and he had been to high school. Many 
years later he came over to Oakland. He got a job. In 1920 he got 3s 


job at the bank. He had been working there ever since. 
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Every year in the New Year he sold Chinese lilies. But during 
the last four years he did not. The reason was that the Chinese people 
did not buy Lilies as they used to do. There are two kinds of Chinese 
lilies. the one layer and the other, two layers. People usually buy 
the two layers kind because it is supposed to be the good luck kind. 
Poorer people buy ee one layer kind because it is cheaper. 

The Chinese arevery particular about their lilies. ‘They buy the 
lilies just about time the flowers open. If a Chinese buys same lilies 
that fail to bloom, he.takes it as a sign of bad omen. If the lilies 
ibloom beautifully, then it is a si@n of prosperity. It the lilies 
bloom just fair, then that is a sign of fairness in home and busingss 
life. | 

This man sold lilies for pane years. Long ago the prices were 
high. And people bought it even though it was high. In the last 
few years there mebids many lilies being imported. According to the 
ee it was said that the flowers had a kind of disease. 

Now that the father had given up his flower business he does not 
care. Lilies do not sell good now. And his sons sre growing up. 

They 211 have jobs. Even the smaller pene are independent of the 
parents. They make their own money and they spend their own money. 
The parents do not have to worry a bit about the financial standing 
of the an rast The father had good money in wages. Yes apa 

And the mother lives on. Content, happy, and gaye At home she 

does not dress ups Her hair is like = mop on her head. Her shoes 


are not tied. And often when anyone goes to visit her, she is still 
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asleep. She does not have to dg any housework. Her daughters do it. 
She spends her time visiting friends and relatives. She has many 
friends in the city. She goes over every Saturday and with a group 
Bh of ladies she attends the stage shows. And she does not come home 
4 until Sunday nights. 
Life to her is just a bed of roses without any thorns. Life to 
her represents gsyetye Happiness. Joy. She is not like other women 
who work and work all year around. I sometimes wonder if this woman 
could bene rice or not. Whenever she dresses up, she looks as if she 
were a different person. Her hair is curled. And her face is neatly 
Pomaniedt And she dresses up in new silk clothes. 

She is in fact a different person. 

Whenever anyone is making trouble to their mothers, the mothers 
would say to their sons, “Look at the X----Family. The sons are all 
working and the mother dees not have any trouble. It would be a 
good example if you sons would be like them." 

The woman is young looking. No wrinkles or marks on her face. 
She had lived a life of ease and she had never worried. Therefore 
the wearisome and tired look is not in her body or spirit. 

She is about forty-six years of age. She married when she 
was a young girl. Her life is not like the ordinary life of the 


average average Chinese woman. She is 3 Happy Mother. 
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On the edge of San Francisco Bay, about five miles 
from the main city, there is an isolated section of land 


where the Chinese work and live. It is called Hunter's Point, 


ano (t ss fhene Tha 
+ the men prepare shrimps before se@ling them 

ven © ; 
is the stores in the city. There, on thesedge of the bay, 7 wi [| 
im 


his group of hard working men, men who really slave 
er” 


by : 
and labor at their job, earning / living with hard physical 
labor. 


I herve never: heard of Hunter's Point until il went there 


} then L Saw ie 
on a trip with my brother Sung. “y first iapresston- sfkae-piece 
ete cok} ana isolo fed place€ conta—be—jaha bet ory 


was that = #ega Tonely. me 2 
Afar eo mien necessarily le Pare Seen NE ana AACA” exrsfence 
areee>—tite,notsrewine the ease and comforts of tee life 


Le 


tnaware of 
outside. 
I remembér my first trip very well. At that time the 


San Prancisco-Oakland Bay Bridge wes not yetffinished, and we had 
to fake we were ‘mg Fa 
went oyax om the ferry. I had béen told that- very 
Wet] 
interesting place, gempesed of tall buildings, and it was with 
Ne alls : (Aad gone along) 

the expectation of seeing something/interesting that 1 WOH ; 
Ga«L— was to be one of seal Ais opparntenen! 
fey first impression e= pre = 


tro Ags ACROSS ap) 
After we eane—ont-of bHe-terry we aro ve along the edge 
of the city until we cane to the outskirtsof San Francisco. 
XK We passed broken down streets old deserted shacks, empty lots, 


indee 


and many empty trains. It wassa lonely plsce.: #e—passet Afien white 


YO CASS 
Wo bridges, and then came upon 4 wide road. On both r 
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fron Wh cA S/pae at 
sides of the road there were large wardhouses with trete 


the 
; fragrant smell everywhere. Gherwe/came neon 70 
om. the main road, a sort of highway, rxdess) To the right of 
ye } ie ae Nose fell soed alcn 
us weee hills, rising and feitinme as we 1 TOT a To the 
ae ag (ou Le: 4s massed CXpanse wn/en 
a. | left of us wes San Francisco Bay, wide and beau ul, ,stretch- 
cM #- hone 
. ing far Beet tate ths distendgs Tie wide-exsenee—of water 
y HAS GlOUW AR 


sen far toward the horisen. A cool breeze bhew=in, fresh and 


exhilarating. The road twisted and turned continuously, and 
of Le Wall 
many times 1 had a feeling/that perhaps Sung mtemt collide 
accidenf occannet 


Some , va /, 
with #m oncoming car. Howewer, no demege-bappensd, and iv, Pearse. 
nhs | about—tenainntes—tims, we ##@h#a reached Hunter's Point. 


Barts ee AppeaneX (solated enon gh Atl 
a At first glance, it wes na sotetedpisesa,—si6h -=-few-broren= 

| es ane could see ene Sooze OnokKen - untAedr ala 
ies [gown shacks aoe near the edge of the ocean. ere oud: 

‘ a¢ Th bel, eve 


timeswe were some stores, a restaurant, and perheps2 gasoline staf, op 
station;—tto-not-remembex. 

an | There was the bay to one side of us, and on the other side 

a the hills loomed up dark and inpenetrable. It was our first 

trip there, and neither my brother nor 1 knew where the place 


we were looking for was located. If we continuedon the road, 


we would come upon the road again with nothing but water and 

hills around us. If we tarn’beck, we would be beck to the 
main city. Sting stopped the car and looked around, searching 
for apiece, the Quong Fat Shrimp Company. 

"Maybe it is down among those dirty shscks," I told him. 

Rit ieanlt,be,? he sala, "how could a store be located 

t : - dee. : 
right on the edge of the erent H,wever, he did drive the ij 


es a 5 C 4 
ear down a dirty road end (slowly we dreve/along, looking at 
, ; s az ' 


ter another. 
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, os “We saw the California Shrimp Company, the Golden Gate 
A fa ‘Shrimp Dengan, and countless others, but we could not find 
:, a ; 

we? &he one we were looking for. 


a 


-I said to Sung, "Why, these places cannot be shrimp 
we ins stores. They are so dirty and old. How could anyone expect 
ae to do business here$" Sung Venened: "Well, I really don't 
ee Once more, we went among the shacks, slowly looking 
<a cots nat 
; ree) at the signs, and once again, we cannot find the Quong 
Pat Shrimp Company. ‘Then Sung drove the @ar up to the main 
road again, and we stopped at the restaurant nearby, the 
Lincoln Cefe. | 
| I ordered an orangeade, and Sung had a root beer. 

We were just about to go, when 1 suggested to Sung, "Why 
not ask the man here, he might know the pisce we are looging 
for." 

Sung looked surprised, feeling sort of ashamed that he 
aian't think of that first. 

"Why, it's just a y steps from here," the man told us 
when Sung asked him. "I do not see how you can miss Li." 

“We looked all around, but were unable to find it." 

“Itols the first shack you come to," the mag said, "the 
reason why you have aiased it is that you cannot see the name 
of the place until you have driven down near the very edge of 

- bhe ocean.” | } 

This pie Sung drove the car down a rather stéep road, 
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ee pia starred in front of a large gray pbuilding, almost 
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e. was ae like a deserted farm house in the 
, I coulda fc eee waves af +the—bay Tapping 
tests me, for we were on 8 sext—ef raisedup platform, 
_ supported by long wodden poles. The air was salty, I could 
almost taste it. The wind blew with g #### fury here, for 
there was nothing to abate the gushing wind. the whole place 
P Jes ahont the size of half a city block, with four or five 


oe shacks forming a fence-like structure around a wide empty space 


y 4 
oe in the middle. On one side there was an open Space where the 


2, vt > oe a 


Lie cool wind blew unceasingly wnwards. 
ay "There seems to be no one here,” I said to my brother. 
He looked around, from one building to mother. We 
went toward a door and knocked. ‘There was no answer. ‘Then we 
made our way to another building, and this time we knocked 
. hard. Presently the door was opened by an old man, very 
brown and sturdy, his whole body tanned by the California 
| feat He was wearing an o1d union suit, yellow with age, 
Bena on his feet were two long heavy black boots. He was pie 
one there at the time. 
He seemed at a Loss to understand Our presence hee. 
imme P come to get some shrimps,” I told him. 
eocr bt Baddenly remembering, he said, "Yes, you're from Oakland?" 
hails nodded. } 
vee are Baga he he said, and he led us to another puildings 
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1. "Most people that come could not find this 


. They all think this is an isolated shack where nobody 


He opened the door of the shack, and a strone odor of 

ie came toward me. The room had no windows, only large 

- square holes ae through the wood without any glass. whatso- 

, ever. Large low tables with wire nettings were all around the - 

walls, and on the flooz there were squeve holes about six 

hee inches square. Looking down,,l edaldvuee the green water of 
ie the bay, rising and falling near the edge of the supporting — 

a. poles. ch room was filled almost to capacity with wire nets, 
o ig tong. ropes, and wire trays for shifting shrimps. On top of the 

tables there were an immense quantity of shrimps, all freshigs 

 ~—- g@o#ked, all shifted to the right size. ven inside the roon, 

ay, ‘I felt cold, since the wind blew in from the holes on the wall. 

) With a lerge piece of wooden board, the man swept the 

Mu shrimps into a large burlap sack. He filled two sacks full 

and weighed them. There were over two hundred pounds. 

ma Yhen Sung and 1 carried them out to the back of the 

x ear. Sung paid the man, and we were on our way beck to 

% Oakland. 


I said to my brother, "It must be dreary work, living 


there, doing that kina of work." é. 


ig 


ae Looks tikes. to” he sald. 


a) 
8 fasolneting place, 
patil den ik bx 


and the work waemmes t interest- 


ae . 
ad about three hundred pounds of shrimps, 


and asked if 
a ag cond go over and bal them. At that time, my brother yung 
= was apt home, and since a cannot drive @ car, mother told 

fitve man to save the shrimps until the next morning. ‘After 
eee had ceased talkine, my brother Sung came in. 

7 "You must hurry,” she told him, "for they are not gobne 
- to wait too long for you." I decided to go with my bee ose 

| Sung thst night, ana lt was glad that I did, for 1 had a chance 
then to watch the men at work, and work it really was, hard 
We physical lebor that I know many men could not stand. 

We drove quickly across the bay bridge, and about five 
minutes before eleven we reached Hunter's Yoint. We went wp 
[es to Chinatown first and had something to eat, therefore, delay- 
ae ing ourttime. 

, _ At night the road to aes Ss fointwas dark, and unless 
| the driver ts careful, he Ts Lieb e to drive right into the 
me bay, since there ig no fence on one side of the road. 

_ Just before reaching the shack down at the edge of the 
ocean, I could see saoke ee up from a long pipe. | 
"they are cooking the shrimps now," my brother Sung said. 


He drove the car down a dark road full of bumps, and 


ey one stopped there. We both got out, but we-could_see 


We sow an een door and made our way altace it 


La eh Srey 


ee 

bos 
ne 
‘ 

. 

a 


staat cided tad ech TO BoA oe BS 


A : Wawa | ¢ 8 es See Fe 3, ath es ny bRAG v) 70 9 ey 

MS t= a vs 

nat es Bi aa «heh nf A, . u ee 

arate CLS et Oe re eee FS Du Cae Sem ect, ine Comins. FOLGE 

2 | ‘ ts % : 4 ff ‘ I J - A nm 

i i" igy : ; , 7 4 . “ \ ; ? : 7 é a > A 

eee NOS As! «RE POMC Tx ati Us aa eis) aster tee a arse BF, ne ae 

tae y Teun ria por aa) : rn to) 

Pon} > ‘ aby A he? ; i ‘n i \ 

oft Ao BARS cece ound a Sige hag eo ben 

1 : . 5 4 . . ‘ 4 a ' 

; | = , bate, 4 Cet : A) ae oe Hs, yt | i : rie . Bldg as an aa 800 fae van 

hey , Ck + P ve 7G ’ - ‘ . i sy 77 J ‘= 

US yee Wi fk oe See OS pee Deut L ‘ SOY On. mi ue pal | a? 


Rae 2 | 
COMBO te OL ape ae Tt edd> be Te eee lk ie tl bay, aw “ae 


. fA 7 a f aa ‘ gi 
Jaf ‘ @ uh oF Ki wrote 4 i aE eo a 4 ww 4 l Lye Up rh ae 
% 
; ay ee + mk) “eps 
ren bt ’ wes i 3 ae LA ee WEE tf 
\ . 
= 
4 : 4 é +" i ? 
F . +t i: ; < Ves haa ey t Pa hey fa 
1 
7. - Te 


* 
7 b. 
a ’ 3) cs if . 1 
‘nemo he aa ‘ treage. Rat Saw Peel 
-H ‘a 
\ 
+ ft ye 
r . " és y ‘ 
> by | : ‘ : Re ay Ou Liles. S- ao ae ae 
‘ 1 
ec ‘ ‘fire 
: > f a ; 
| 4 a eet | f oy hs | bch a en ese te 
, Be 
/ PS * F 
: 4 a fe £ a t tt fi MG % ¥ EH Ott E (32 Tet 


5 BG Ke os OS) TE bees ASR, OR BARRE a ee 


4 fi 


ei tie fe, “eRUONd Oh "WOR Geek Ne eee Sot La bee ee yen 


as sf OG ete) SRE . De LEH oy Bi us 2p os je@ege ot. 


2 “ . © Y bine eee ise 7 he ent vs 
ee iy a t Fise el tS Sow + aN as mat 
2 4 ae ; { Hoe » Se 7, e ae, te € mrt ayvost i Oe ~ re1se0s Mi: é 


ee a 


Tis f iA 


tek ho ES RD Sp eee Oe id wiih (Fee Sood wh 104 


ho A One! ae thie men greeted us. "Why, I “haere te were 

: Wg not coming over. Your mother tola us that you will come 

tomorrow morning, so we did not prepare the shrimps for you." 
"You mean, thay are not ready?" suit asked. 

"We have them here," the man said, "but they are not 
ready for you to take back. All of as were going to retire 
after eating, but since you are here, we etia prepare them y 
for you. All of us have to wake up tomorrow at two a:m to ; 

zo out into bay to catch shrimps. But sinée you spent the 
money coming over here, and Since we dodibune business, we 
a shall help you out this time. The men will probably have about 
two hours sleep tonight, then they will have to Lats x 
agetm and go out into the bay in the early dawn. If you Shag es 


By) 60 arrivedhere about ten or fifteen minutes later, we would 


+ “ P € 
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all have retired.” 


2 


"I'm so sorry we nae late;* Sung said. "I should have 

come directly here instead of going tp town for awhile." 
The man said, "It rad happens that during these few ne 
days we have to go out eaxia ‘or else we would get nothing rahe i 
ee all. Shrimps do not come in everyday, only on certain ; 
days." . Then he sdded, "You will have to wait about forty- 
five minutes." | 
"We'll wait," Sung eh He and 1 went outside. It | 
was: very windy, the cold air plowing directly in from the baye nee 
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aa : Up ‘abe the sky was black, and far away I could see 


diatinetly the yellow lights of the,bay bridge, glistening 
against the dark sky. The two large electric lights threw 


in a queer way, one side bright, and the other side very dark. 
I wandered into the shadows, peering into the darkness, 

seeing nothing but huge grogtesque sfedows which seemed to 

oni “move now and then. The wind was very cold, blowing with 

an intensity I had never experienced before. It seemed to 

bite deep into my face, stinging my ears. 

When the men finished eating, they 311 came outside, @#t 
of—tirem wearing heavy leather coats, and long black boots which 
reached all the way up to the knees. ee in the dim light, 

I could see that yah of the men ts stpong and sity eld 
very brown and tanned. On their faces, lines were visible, 

ge Signs of $etee hard work and sunshine, the ravages of 
time in the open air. ‘They moved about oa te without 


loss of time, each one knowing exactly what Wee expected from 


him. 
| A big trough full of whitish water was boiling rapidly, 
tha gas flame underneath, making a loud sound like teetoocf 


a blowing wind. ‘Two men with wire dippers were orate from 


thrown into large baskets which were carried away and emptied 


hy back Sy the bay. On the floor five large Latha te = of cooked: 
a, shrimps shah standing, a with heat. The men emptied 
adic of then on the floor, ‘gpreading them out with a wooden 


ppaaiape wheat ia a thin ent eet 


a peculiar light in the open air. The buildings were illuminated 


this water small pieces of fish, and these useless pieces were 


SER ote i ae one bite ae 
es (oat ae act : 


, ee 


St ae u § Me a Me 4 wy Ay vate e : 
‘ge Od 
| {: ews od 1 


Deets oe | 
a } ' 7 vs. i : 
é b — #) ry _~ ‘4 i a Me | | | 
Re * f seg @ an Vita 6 ; 
ay ] ' nade oe a 


i aie 


Sebi: . 


Maya vy 2 my - 
? Aye hk PATS K 
“ Pa : . > pate eR 1 es BT } 
q ‘ ino s ce . 
¥ vu biped’ Age 
¥ 


de e 


hc, inal, Hila wea A ease | 


[= 


a ‘the men turned the shrimps again and again, letting 
he steam any: I watched on, and 4 aked one of the workers 
| "Why is it necessary to put them on the floor$ it is so 
eb artys* 
He answered, "It looks dirty, but it isn't. She shrimps 
have thick shells, and the dirt is unable +@-penetrate through. 
Besides, they have to be cooked again." He continued to 
sweep the shrimps back and forth with a regular broom, turning 
ee them over and over. "This is to make them cool quickly," 
he explained. Hven when no more visible trace of steam could 
be sden, the worker still turned the $##£ shrimps, sweeping 
them back and forth. Then they let the shrimps lie on the 
floor for about five minates. sara | ere satisfied that the 
shrimps were cool enough, they swept them up, and put them into 
large baskets which were tare’. then to the trough where they 
were emptied. The men did not allow the shrimps to stay in 
the hot water for long. Almost immediately they were taken 
out with a large dipper and put back into the large baskets. 
"If we let the shrimps boil too long, the meat would 
become soft and boi gn one of the men ssid to me. "The 
secret of cooking shrimps is in tHe timing. After we are 
used to it, we know exactly how long to put the shrimps in 
without the aid of a clock. ‘These shrimps you ses hdre have 
been cooked, but this second cooking is necessary becatise they 
We are of a different variety." 
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rie a found out afterwards that the secret of cooking shrimps 
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to anyone, especially outsiders. 
oats watched the men. ‘They were,anconseious of the cold 
oy wind at-et1, and they went about their work with tke ease as 
MN they were working inside a warm room. ‘These men wer strong, 
IT conld tell. They lifted whole Beederados shrimos without 
the ee and qaickly. — | 
The cooked shrimos were carried into the room where the 
wire-netting tables were located. The men poured the 
shrimps down on the top of the table. ech man then took a 
large tray, made of wire nettings, and eee were then put 
on top of this tray. With their hends, ans men shook the tray 
in a circular motion, and the small shrimps begen to dwop down 
@nto the table, leaving all the good sizedshrimps a the tray. 
After this was done, the man had to take out all small 
fishes snd crabs which were mixed with the shrimps. They did 
this by hand, and it was slow tediows work. When all the 
shrimps were sorted, they were carried out into the open air 
once more. ‘They were spread out on the table outside to let 
ss the wind cool them. | 
One of the workerssaid, "This cold wind will cool them 
- quickly. We cannot put them into the sacks while they are 
hot. tf we do, by the time you get back to Oskland, they will 
all be ruined." 
“Many men began to sweep the shrimps back and forth with 
large wooden boards. We had to wait fifteen minutes more. 


Sa the men began to clean every basket, every 
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swept away, flowing down to the bay bhroagiltne holes in tne 
floor. 

The shrimos were now cool enough to be put in sacks. 

When they were weighed, theye were only two hundred snd forty- 
seven pounds. 

Sung and I carried them out to the car. We paid the man 
and then we started back for Oakland. Going away, I looked 
back, and suddenly I had a strange feeling, a feeling of being 
weak and puny. 

Those men were going out soon, at two a:m, out into the 
bay, into the cold wind. I think that their lives must be 
monotonous, “aaa lone steady labor. Mays, weeks, months, years, 
most of them have gone on thus, Mee one, strong and sturdy, 2 
man ‘in himself. JI wonder if they get much money, for such 
hard work. Dut in their faces they seem happy in their work, 
and 1 have a faint suspicion that their lives must be more 
interesting igua aku dee ae peed aie ait beck and do nothing ,~ 
except te eat and sleep. Monotonous their lives may be, but 
sheslees1y live, out in the sun and rain, out in the cold and 
heat. 

And all the way back to UVakzland, 1 was quiet, thinking 
of those men, and 4 said to Sung, "Well, {i zuess 1 have some- 


thing to write about now." 


geo My Life Jon Y. Lee 


I must confess at this very beginning that supplying 
an autobiographical sketch about myself is not an easy task. 
For the very reason that I have done nothing startling, nor 
have I accomplished anything worthwhile putting down on paper. 
Of course I am a Chinese, as the very reason that I am one 
of a large family, four sisters and three prothers, including 
myself, woould automatically give me away as 4n oriental. 

“Mo tell about my family or myself would be as baffling 
as doing 4 cross word puzzle in Greek, for there is almost 
next to nothing to tell. 

But since I must say some thing I will say that I 
just am crazy about motion picture shows, and I read 4 great 
deal, novels and short stories. Even if I say so myself, I 
could teed and write English, #rench, Chinese, yes, just P 
; little. P 
There's nothing I like better than to loaf around 

ane not do anything, excdpt of course, going to the shows, 

reading, eating, and sleeping. 
. I started school at the Lincoln grammar school at Tenth 

and Harrison in Oakland. After eight long and extremely 


tedious years I was finslly given 4 piece of paper in a white 


envelope stating that I am to go the Westlake Jr. High. Sehool 
Bea ein much better sincé I stayed there only one year and 
not eight. ‘ell, I have more school at Technical High where 
I took up geometry, chemistry, history, all of which I have 
4 completely forgotten now. After I graduated I didn't do 


nothfng, I mean anything, (no double negatives) worthwhile... 
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a winter day when one of the steam stoves exploded and shot 


a piece of steel through my mother's bedroom door and went 
clear through to the other wall. At this time we moved not 
because of the explosion, but because my uncle bought a store 
usta rented two houses and we lived down on Wifth Street. 

We stayed there about two or three years I don't remember 
definitely. At this time my father was working st a store 
in the city. Yes, and I was still loafing around here and 
there, being one of the few or many that havan't yet had 
the fortune to enjoy the results of the New Deal. 


Then one day out of a clear sky one of my former teachers 


at-cschool cams down and see me. The results was that soon I 


found myself working for Mr. Radin for six months. ‘Six and 


a half to be exact. And one month for Mr. Gaer. But the 
project was so dull that I quit of my own accord kissing 
goodbye to thirty-five dollars and fifty cents for six months. 
During that period of loafing, I just loaf and loaf until 


one day Mr. Radin came to sce me, and here risht ie age ee 


myself typing this, which is suppose to be a story of Piste. 


Strange how things happen in this bewildered world of ours. 
And that's all about myself.: And since I have to write 
four or five pages as I have been told to do, I guess I have 


to write about something, in order to fill up two or three 


a _ pieces of blank Peper, 


ea ca \ x 


| (My father is a citizen of America, born in California 
i" y bet, ‘pethaps oid fifty three, four, or Wenn ma 
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know myself the definite date, and I am sure he doesn't 


Pilg either unless he gives me the key to go to the bank vault 


j and look it up in his private papers. And that's tooumuch 


trouble just to look up 4 date. 


to me 


good, 
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My mother is born in China in the days beyond recall, 


anyway. After she was married she came over to America 


i} AA 


and has been here ever since. She worked quité, having done 

work in sewing, embroidery, and making Et otha ah And after 
many years of work, and of struggle, xhe became bh mother 

of a large family, too large in fact. But who sam I to con- 


a plain? 


Well, things happen from good to worse, from worse to 
somehow it never mansge quite to reach excellent. 
I must say too that I got a sister slready married for 


or four years, and she has a ehild. Nothing strange, 


married woman usually have children, except it showed that 
progress has retarded Slightly. Fommerly it was possible 

to know how many years a Chinese woman is married by counting 
the number of children they have. But time has changed. 


Here I am on the third page and I almost exhausted every- 


thing I have to tell. Let's se@..-. 


T have a brother that plays basketball, end a sister 


that wears glasses, nothing important, but it helps fill up 


space anyway. 


Only one more page to 20. 


My father has been @ tailor for many years, and still 


is, I hope. He has done all sort of work, but mostly being 


ssmaker. 
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nel although Tt might not admit it. Although the Chinese 


say ‘- am much older, because of this and that calendar, I am 


otaally twenty and three-fourths years. M4 gufess I made it 


om > “ 


clear to everyone, -or don't they care? — 


es: have never taken a t; yping lesson even though I 


And when I type I asde1 iy hand things in just Tike 
“that, dhe papers filled with eraser marks, ink spots, and 
(Bedi almost unreadable. — 

But a lazy Ay gaat is like that¢ I guess. 

Personally to be frank, if {t wasn't for the money, I 


% would probably let my typewriter rot and die because of Old 


‘they might not be worth paying for. 


Fortanstely for as children, we are not, “@espite 


“If ay arithaetic is right i am twenty years old, almost 


ee a, ad 


age. And when I get eee what I do, I do it, even though 


But what's the use of arguing anymore. Live and Learn: 
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: j “short Sfor Four and a half Hours Jon Lee <7 / 
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ME ean month I have sisty hours to write. I had already worked 
fifty-five and a half hours. $80 I have only four and a half hours 
left. I did not know what to write about. I thought about writing 
8. story about rats in our house. But I could not make a story out 
Tae So I did not write about rats. I thought about writing a 
story of two boys, but I could not think of a good plot. sol did 
not write a story about two boys. 

Suddenly I said to myself, "Why not write a story and called 
it 'Fomr and a half Hours?’ " It seemed like a good title and so 
I wrote this story and called it "Four and a half Hours." 

But how could I base a story on just four and a half hours. 
I did not know. Four and a half hours are a long time. Mach could 
happen in that time. 

One could see a movie and sit through it twice. Or one could 
read many chapters in a novel. Or one could think and think and 
not be ablé to write a story at all. Or one could wink ene roek San ters 
rounds of mah jong. Or one could go to San Francisco and back. 
Then again and back again. And have some time left over. Four and 
a half hours are a long time. 

Or one could be so absorbed that one forgets about the time. 
As in reading s extremely good book. Ag in playing bridge. As in 
fishing in thebrooks. Four and half hours are a short time. 

In writing a story four and half hours passed away very quickly. 
In that time one either writes a good story or one wastes the complete 
time thinking and not succedding in getting an idea. Those hours are 
like a century, so long are they. But once one gets an idea, the 
time passes away very quickly. And soon the four and s half hours 


are up. 
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I said to myself, "A good story must have suspense and plot.” 
I thought sabout suspense and plot. I must put them in this story. 
But somehow I failed. Why, I did not know. 

The day was cloudy. Perhaps it might rain. I1 could talk 
about the nain, the clouds, and the weather. Eut who would be 
interested in them? No one. So 1 did not write about the rain, 
the clouds, and the weather. 

Perhaps I shoul dwri te write a story about Chinese New Year. 
But I decided to save that subject for another time. ‘Today I am 
not in the mood for writing a good story. | 

UVutside in another room 1 heard my mother ironing the clothes. 
She called to me, "Is this shirt yours?" I went out to see and i 
said that it was mine. 1 wasted two minutes this way. ‘then i sat 
down to continue my story I did not know how to commence again. 

I sat staring at my paper and typewriter for awhile. 

1 found out that to write is a most difficult thing to do. 
All I needed was that certain spark of an idea and then I could 
write. Sometimes the spark refused to come and that day more often 
than not I would write a very poor story. I wondered how other 
authors worked. Do ideas just come to them or do they think and 
think? I did not know. I would like to know. 

It was almost noon. I heard the siren of the Bribune blowing. 
I listened to it. I thought that perhaps I could write a story 
and used the siren as a hero. ‘That's a good idea, I thought. 

I stopped a little while. I did not know how to continue. 

I looked at the zipper of my sweather. I pulled it up and down. 
Thus I wasted five minutes. ‘Then I stopped. I must finish this” 


story I said to myseff. I1 must. 
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I just sat down after an hour rest. I am not going to count 

that hour on my four and eee cork; 
ha 

I was resting on my bed. I mast, drowsed e way for awhile for 
when I woke up i noticed that many minutes had flew sway. I1 read 
awhile in a novel 1 was reading. soon the end of the hour came. 
I went back to my work. 

After I finish this story I might go to a motinn picture show 
or perhaps I would continue reading my novel, I thought to myself. 
I went to look at the newspaper to see what was showing at the 
theatres. Sut I found out that the paper did not come yet. I looked 
at the program on the wall. I noticed that the American Theatre 
was ee ee show "The Thin Man" and "Call It buek." I already saw 
the'Thin Man" when it was shown at the State Theatre not so long ago. 
If I had nothing to do tonight, I would go and see it again. 

I looked at my watch and and I found out that I had worked 
Be: ts a long time. “Why don't the four and a half hours came to 
an end," I said to myself. 

While I was typing, one of nails breax, and I saw that I 
forgot to cut them. i went teens drawer and got a pair of scissor 
out and I cut my nails. low I could type faster. I wanted to finish. 

I didn't know what to write about so I looked around the room. 
On the wall right next to my bed there were many pictures. Fictures 
that I mpipted myself when I was in High School. ‘hey looked pretty 
good{ One was a pencil sketch. Another was an linoleum block cut. 
The rest were water colors. On another wall was 3 picture of a 
movie star which I copied out from a magazine. It looxed just like 


the star. verhaps 1 ought to be an artist. I could draw better than 


- Jt write. 
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- The room was getting dark. 1 could not see so very good. *o 

I opened the electric light. I felt more cheerful. ‘The dreary 
feeling that I had just a moment ago went away. Now I could write, 
I thought. 

But I didn't know what to write about. 

Outside in the kit@hen I heard someone frying eggs to make 
@ sandwich. I felt hungry. I went out and ate two piece of bread 
and 1 drank the guice of two orsnges. I felt better. I am not so 
tired. 

The room became brighter and brighter as the sky became darker 
and darker. Perhaps I won't go to show tonight. it it rains then 
K will stay home and read and listen to Grace Moore or bing Crosby. 
Last weez I listened to them. ‘They both sang over different stations 
put at the same hour. When one finished a song | listened to the 
other. Tonight I am going to do the same thing. 

I heard an airplane bugzing overhead. I listened to it. I 
stared out of the window and saw that it was a kind of red airplane. 

I watched it disappeared from view. ‘Then another airplane came into 

view. I watched it too. ‘hat was the matter with me today. 1 could 
not concentrate on my work. My mind kept wandering away. it could 


not think. I feft a little cold so I put on my new sweater which 


I just stopped for ten minutes. i did not know how to go on. 


tt 

j 

| I bought yesterday for one dollar andnhinety-five cents. 

4 What more have I got to write? I worked almost two hours. I must 


think of something else. But whst? Why am I having such a difficult 


time couaxs 


door boy. The boy was crying. 1 heard my mother scolding my sister. 


In the next room I heard my small sister fighting with the next 
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: Then I heard my sister erying too. ‘The oe next door 

went home. Well; this incident helped me to continue with my story 

anyway. 

I saw the postman went by. 1 went out to get the magazines 
and letters. I got a letter from a friend in New Yomk. ‘the letter 
said that it was snowing terribly in New York. And that it was 
very hard to move an automobile out into the streets. ‘he letter 
was very long. “hen I finished it I said, “It's good to have friands 
and hear from them.” 

I heard an automobile stopoed on the sidewalks. I looked out. 
Someone eslled my name. 1 went out and I saw a friand that I have 
not seen for almost two years. I saw one of my school mates t00. 

I said to my friend, “Where have you been?" He said, "I just came 

out of the country to celebrate the New Year." He said that he 

liked the country very much. I noticed that he grew fatter and stronger 
too. I talked to him for about fifteen minutes and then he said that 

he had to go as he had to return to the country in the next morning. 

I said goodbye to him. 

The afternoon paper came. 1 glanced at the funny papers and 
Ll read the editorials. ‘hen 1 read the radio column. There were 
going to be many good prograns that night. »50 eer going to stay hone 
instead of reading or going to the shows. 

My small sister tried to come into my room but 1 locked the 
door. I could not work when anyone Was around mee I must be slone. 
Absolutely alone. 

I felt a little tired so I went out and took 5 walk. 

It was a half hour later when I came back. 1 fett much 


better. The cool air had soothed me very auch. 
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I changed the carbon paper before i started to write this 
page. The other carbon paper was all used up. Now I have only 
six more sheets of Savon paper left. It would last me for a time. 

I decided to finish this story after dinner. 

At six o'clock I listened to Bing Crosby on the radio. ‘the 
first song he sang was “Blue +toon." He sang it very nicely. Later 


in the program he sang "Love in Bloom.” I decided that there was 


nobody who could sing as food as this Crosovy lad. I switched 


over to hear Grace tioore. She was singing e song which was very 
familiar. But I forgot the name of it. And only the week before 
this I heard iiiss Moore sang "Love in Bloom." She sang it nicely 
too. Such a sweet voice. 

Music certainly had charm. When one is tired and worn out 
music helped to sooth the nerves. And then the tiredand work out 
feeling left my tired body. 

I could continue with my story now. 

I went back to my room. It was almost seven o'clock in 
the evening. ily brothers and sisters had just come home from 
Chinese School. They were very noisky. ‘hey bothered me tery 
much. ily brother said, "Will you help me” y french?" I said that 
I -witi after I had tisiak ante story. He took one of my books and 
started reading it. 

My sister wanted me to help her with the algebra. Oh, why 
did everyone bother me when I am so busy’ This week was new year. 
There were many guest§coming and going. Noise and more noise. 
I must finish this story. My four and a half hours were almost 
up. I am glad. 

I pabt finan before I go to bed tonight. I must finish. 
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A friend dropped in and suggested that we played mah jong. 
I said that I would play if 1 could finish this story. I hurried. 
A woman and his son dropped in to wisit my mother. The boy wanted 


to porroid/my copy of “Anthony Adverse. 


I lent it to hin. 

The woman gave me 3 quarter wrapped in a piece of red paper. 
I was rather ashamed to take it because I was so big. But I 
took it for a quarter is a suarter Saeee days. 

My brother and the boy Page tting ready for a game of mah jong. 
I looked at my watch. I worked approximately four and a half hours. 
Well, my story is finished and I can play mah jong with my friends. 

I was rather surprised that I could write this story in this 

timee It ts a rather long story. I wrote in in four and a half 
hours. I was proud. 


I had written a story without any plot. ily four and = half 


hours are up and this is the story thet I am going to hand in. 
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short story Food for the Hungry Jon Lee 
: as 


Old man Stevens sebel yom his food card the other day, and 
he squint@phis eyes to read it. In big letters there are the se 
words in black ink. FREE SUPPLIES EVERY TUESDAY. Down at 
Tenth and Castro, every Tuesday. 

So on Tuesday Stevens goes to the place on Castro Street, 
and he sees a large line of people waiting on the street, like 
a bong c#awling snake, squirming its way into the door. 

Through a large window steve sees 3 long table and many 
men, busily segatching their pencils on pimwk pieces of paper. 
Some men and women in the lines are carrying their own paper 
bags. Old man Stevens waits in the line. Soon he reaches 
the small window inside. He hands his food card to the man 
inside the window. 

"Your pink card, please," the man in the window sayS.e 

Old man Stevens says, "I left that at home.” 

"You must go and get it," the man says. 

Old man Stevens says, "Hell," and he turns to go home. 

He comes back in an hour, and hands his pink card and 
food card to the man in the window. The man stamps 4 date 
on the back of the food card, and hands it bacx to old msn 
Stevens. 

Old man Stevens is the sole support of six people, his 
wife and five children. 

He is lucky to zet this government job, and what's more, 
he's getting free food supplies once a week. He is happy. 

Stevens goes to the long table and waits. He hands his , 
ecard to the ma inthe table. The man writes a number on the 


back of Stevens’ food card. He says to Stevens, "Just bring 
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that over there." Stevens squints his eyes again. 

"Over there," he saySe 

"Yes, there,# the man answers. 

Stevens goes over there and waits again. 

’ A man ws busily wrapping up can beef, rice, and fresh 
meat. It looks stale, Stevens thought. 

The man comes up. Stevens hands him his card. 

The man takes up four cans of beef, two pounds of rice, 
one large cut of frozen meat. He puts them in a box and gives 
then to Stevens. The man says, "Check your things over there." 

Stevens goes to the end of the table. Another man takes 
his card and looks at it. 

"Okay," he says. 

He gives back to card to Stevens. 

Stevens goes outside, carrying the heavy load on his 
back. 

Next Tuesday Stevens comes again. He goes through the 
same routine, only this time he does not forgét to bring his 
food card. 

This week there are different foods. Stevens gets 
ten cans of peaches. 

Stevéns says, "Is this all?" 

" res, "the man tells him. 

Stevens goes home again. 

And the next Tuesday Stevens comes again. 

This week he gets some dried foods, five pounds of butter,’ 


and one can of roast beef. On the can there are these words. 


NOT TO BE SOLD. 


An 014 ilan 


It was a dark and gloomy day, a day when the rain fell 
oy, lightly but strong enough to soak an old san to his skin. 
= ‘He was a poor man. He had been wandering through the streets 
y ie aimlessly. He did not know where to go or what to do. Suddenly 
é in the clearing on an empty lot he perceived a ian baring papers 
and little pieces of wood. ‘That man was cooking his meals. The 
old man had not eaten for a day and he was hungry. He gathered 
enough courage to approach the man and asked for a meal. He got 
it too. | 

That was the beginning of a stanch friendshhp thet lasted 


ail Ce ee, ee ee ge ge eee ee — a” 


throughout the years. 

From then on the life of the old man was spent out in the 
great outdoors. He lived in a little wooden shack which he 
constructed with his own hands. He got water for his needs from 
the garage man around the corner. He got food from the vegetable 
man who lived right across the lot. 

The yegetable:man had a lot of left overs which he gave 
to the old man each day. And sometimes the families nearby 
. brought a little this and that to him. For about seven months 
| the man lived that sort of a life. But the man did not worry 
| - a bit. He knew that somehow this would not continue forever. 

; And it did not. 

The man had friends but he was too prond to go and ssk for 
help from them. He struggled along hoping that he might get a 
job. 

The man was alone. His wife and his only child had died. 
He was here in America when he heard the bad news. He did not’ 


have enough money to go back. Now he even lost his family. 
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It was in 1920 that he lost his wife and child. At that 
time he was working as a cook in a Chinese hamburger shop. He 
did not have a huge salary, but it was sufficient to keep him 
out of the red. Sometimes he sent a little money back to his 
wife for expenses. 

Through a cruel blow af fate, he lost his job at the shop. 
sioney was getting scarce. By way of economizing he ate two meals 


a day instead of the regular three. Soon the amount of money he 


saved up was all spent. There was no job in sight. And soon he 


owed money to the landlady. It was a little two room flat. 

It used to be a storeroom. But because the man could not afford 
to have an expenSive pjace, the lady rent the rooms to him for 
ten dollars a month water and electric inclusive. 

The landlady allow him to stay three months overtime. He 
borrowed money but he spent them on food. Besides the amount he 
borrowed was very slight. 

It was right after then that he roamed around the streets, 
For over six months he lived in an empty little shack that he 
constructed himself. 

The change in his life began when a certain baby was born. 
It happened that this woman who had the baby was living across 
the street from the old man. The woman was poor and she could 
not afford to hire someone who dould cook pig feet im vinegar 
or chieken with whiskey. 

Whenever a Chinese baby is born, the third day after the 
the birth of the baby it is the customary thing to pass to the 
different friends a bowl of pig feet cooked in vinegar and a : 


bowl of chicken cooked in whiskey. It is just a cuBtom that 
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ee 
ahs Chinese had been following for a long time. 

And the thirtieth day after the birth of the baby is an im- 
portant day also. It is the day when the mother cook red chicken 
eggs. It is a field day for the chickens. Often a whole case of 

Thee is necessary for this important day. 

This man was hired by the woman who had the baby. The man 
was an @xpert in the cooking of fancy dishes. 50 that whenever 
anyone had a baby, the man always had a/ job. 

Soon he got a regular job as cook for a family which was 
quite large. There were ten in the family including the father 
and the mother. The man got a small salary, but his room and board 
were provided to him. He worked at that job for many years before 
he got a still better job as a cook for a big restaurant. de got 
three dollars a day as cook for that restaurant. 

In & Small village in Canton there was a house reaching high 
up into the sky. There was a tiny garden with a great variety of 
flowers behind the building. In the middle of the garden there 
was 2a pool with pure water and many gold fish feeding in it. 

On the left side of the building there were great giantic 
mountains and on the other side there was a great piece of level 
land. 

That was the birthplace of the man. He was the second child 
in a family of five children. His father was an American citizen. 
His mother was a native of China. Both are dead now. 

He started school at the age of eight. The school was quite 
far and his mother always accompanied him to school. The school 
where he went was a noted one and that was the reason for his Ep 


ents sending him there. 
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When he was fourtecn years old, he went to a junior high 
school. ‘The name was The Ho Lung Junior High School. It was sup- 
ported by the county and there were more than five handred students 
in it. The school at that time did not teach Znglish or French as 
the schools of today do. Hecwas taken out of school because his 
uncle wanted him to help with the business. The age of nineteen 
was his last year of education he enjoyed in school. After he was 
taken out of school, he worked in his uncle's office as a book- 
keeper. Day after day the work was getting to be more and more 
interesting. 

His mother did not like it very much, because she wanted 
him to go to America, and she often said to is son, "You will 
have a good education if you go to America." So the son thought 
thought this over. He liked the idea very much. 5o he wrote a 
letter to his father who was in America at the time. 50 in the 
following year he sailed to America from Canton. eee 

Weeks later he reached the Golden Gate. He saw the nenntieniene 
of San Francisco for the first time in his life. He said to himself, 
"I never saw such buildings. I hope I will reach them soone 

He landed in San Francisco. He was very happy and glad. 

He saw his father and brother. He lived in San Francisco for two 
weeks. Then his fatner sent him over here to study. 

After his graduation from the granumar school he did not 
go the the junior or high sehool. kis Oy ee maed vabely made him 
go to work. He: did not have a very good job at the beginning of 
his career. He was an ironer in a Chinese laundry shop. 

‘He worked at that job for almost a year and he was dissatified 


with the work. He wanted a position with better pay. He then got 
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a job as a delivery boy for a food store. ‘The wages were slightly 
higher and the store provided for the evening meals. 

It was just a wee step forward for the ambitious young man. 

#ow the father was thinking bout getting a wife for the 
young man (we knéw it was coming all the time.) Wisely the father 
did not make his son go back to get married. The father finally 
selected a beautiful, but not dumb, girl for his son. After the 
marriage a father sent the wife and the son back to China for a 
trip. The wife did not want to return to America. But that did 
ndt stop her from having a baby. A baby girl was born to her. 
A thousand dollar gold. 

The wife and the baby stayed in China and the man came 


hack to the United States. ‘he wife and the baby stayed in the 


‘little village with the man's mother. The husband then began to 


pick up his business career the best he can. He did not know that 
tragedy was lurking when he left his wife. He would never have a 


chance to see her or the child again. 


The man was about thirty-five when the death of his wife 
oceurred. He did not think of marrying again. Chinese very rarely 
remarried. 

After the death of the wife and child, life was ratner void 
for the lonely man. But he kept on as though nothing had happened. 
As though the loss of his wife and child wes not enough, he lost 
his job as a cook. For almost a year he was out of work. fhen 
the discovery that the man was a good cook in fancy dishes brought 
him into prominence again. 

| As long as babies are being born, there is no fear of that, 


the man could be sure of a job. He cooked so many pig's feet that 
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everytime he thought about it, it nauseated him. The man liked 
plain food in Spite of the fact that he could cook almost anything. 


Five years after the death of the wife, the man's father died. 


And then the mother died too. 


Now the man is nesring the half century mark. His hair is 
as black as a boy's hair of eighteen. He had spent the major por- 
tion in these United States. Like many other Chinese who had came 
here he did not for once went out of the boundary of California. 

He had only been to a few neighborly cities. ‘The farthest point 
he had ever reached was Valnut Grove. He went there to work one 
summer. 

Now in telling this story, he related as much as he can 
remember. Zverthing that had happened was in the past. He is 
looking forward to a bright future ahead. 

The man's reasons for coming over were simply for education 
and 3 business career. His mother thought that over here in America 
the son would have a much better opportunity for advancing himself 
than in China. Even though the man did not make a huge success 
of his business opportunities, he did not blame anybody or anything 
as the cause of it. It was just another one of those things that 
just happened. | 

Here it is 19234. And the man is getting old. Old in age, 
but not in spirit. And as he said, "I'm only starting my business 
life.” 

And his business is composed of odd jobs. Cook, clothes 
maker, and this and that. 

There is no chance of his getting "into the monowes Or getting 


a huge salary. ‘Those luck goes to his more fortunate friends. 
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As long as the man does not have to go hungry anymore or be 
in debt, he is satisfied. With so many men unemployed and on the 
verge of starvation, the man looked upon himself as lucky to be 
able to number himself among those who are employed and have three 
square meals a day. 

He does not see any necessity of his returning to China. 
The ones closest to nim are in the land beyond. Most of the friends 
that he knew are over here in America. So he will be content to 

stay nereand see what time wiJl bring. Maybe greater opportunies 


or despair, who knows? 
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wan tHe was a poor man. He had been wandering through the streets 
llessly. He did not know where to go or what to do. Suddenly 

a. the clearing on an empty lot he perceived a man burning papers amd 
Me ittle pieces of wood. That man was cooking his meals. The old man 
mad not eaten for a day and he was hungry. He gathered enough cour- 
age to approach the man and asked for a meal. He got it too. 


Lar foes That was the beginning of a staunch frotnlants that lasted through- 
out the years. 


Aa From then on the life of the old man was spent out in the great 
am outdoors. He lived in a little wooden shack which he constructed with 
his own hands. He got water for his needs from the garage man around 
the corner. He got food from the vegetable man who lived right across 
* es the LOG. 

9 *° : 


The vegetable man had a lot of left overs which he gave to 
the old man each day. And sometimes the families nearby brought a 
_ little this and that to him. For about seven months the man lived 
that sort of life. But that man did not worry a bit. He knew that 
somehow this wovld not cmtinue forever. And it did not. 


ae The man had friends but he was too proud to go and ask for help 
from them. He struggled along hoping that he might get a job. 


The man was alone. His wife and his only child had died. He was 
here in America when he hesrd the bad news. He did not have anough 
money to go tack. Now he even:lost his family. 


It was in 1920 that he lost his wife and child. At that time 
he was working as a cook in a Chinese hamburger shop. He did not 
have a huge salary, but it was sufficient to keep him out of the red. ~ 
sometimes he sent a little money back to his wife for expenses. 


iy: . Through a cruel blow of fate, he lost his job at the shop. Money 
_ was getting scarce. By way of economizing he ate two meals a dgy 
instead of the regular three. Soon the amount of money he saved up wal 
all spent. There was no job in sight. And soon he owed money to 
the landlady. It was a little two room flat. It used to be a store- 
room. But becuase the man could not afford to have ane xpensive place, 
; Le the lady rent the rooms to him for ten dollars a month, water and 
_ electircity ‘included. 
ior The landlady allowed him to stay three months overtime. He borrow- 
ae money but he era them on food. Besdies the amount he borrowed was 
very slight. . 


It was right after then that he romaed around the streets. Fa 
six months he lived in an empty little shack that he constucted ~ 
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ete in his life began when a certain baby was born. 
med that this woman who had the baby was living across the 

et from the old man. The woman was poor and she could not af- 
| to hire someone who could cook pigs feet in vinegar or chick- 
en in whicskey. 


_-—s Whenever a Chinese baby is born, the third aay after the 

bi rth of the baby it is customary thing to pass to the different 
friends a bowl of pigs feet cooked in vinegar and a bowl of chicken 
cooked in whiskey. It is just a custom that the Chinese had been 

_ following fora long time. 

‘a Th 
me And the thirtieth day after the birth of the baby is an im- 
meres day also. It is the day when the mother cooks red chicken 
" eggs. It is a field day for the chiekens. Often a whole case of 
a) eggs is necessary for this important day. 


ar, This manwas hired by the woman who had the baby. The man was 
_ an expert in the cooking of fancy dishes. So that whenever anyone 
had a baby, the man always had a job. 


Soon he got a regular jobas cook for a family which was quite 
large. There were ten in the family including the father and the 
mother. The man got a small salary, but his room and board were pro- 

vided to him. He worked at that job for many years before he got a 
still better job as a cook for a big restaurant. He got three dollars 
a day as cook for that restaurant. 


In a small village in Canton there was a house reaching high up 
into the sky. There was a tiny garden with a great variety of flow- 
ers behind the building. In the middle of the garden therewas a pool 
with pure water and many god fish feeding in it. 


On the left side of the Guilding there were great gigantic mount- 
_ ains and on the other side there was a great piece of lwvel land, 


. That was the birthplace of the man.. He was the second child in 

- a family of five children. His father was an American citizan. His 

' - mother was a native of China. Both are dead now. 

wif 

_  . He started school at the age of eight. The school was quite 

far and his mother always accompanied him to school. The school where 

he went was a noted one and that was the reason for his parents send- 

ane ing him there. 

poke: When he was fourteen years old, he went to a junior high school. 

le name of the school was The Ho Lung Junior High Schbol. It was sup- 

ported by the county and there were more than five hundred students in 

a The school at that time did not teach English or French as the im 

hools of today fo. He was taken out of school because his uncle it 

him to help with the business. The age of nineteen was his last 

"> school. After he was taken out of school, he worked in his / 

fice as a bookeeper. Day after day the work was gettingto 
as ae Ge i . | 
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A eae Tene son thought this over. He liked the idea very 
So he wrote a letter to his father who was in America at 
So in the following year he sailed to America from Canton. 


; ‘Weeks later he reached the Golden Gate. He say the beautiful Pan 
_ Francisco for the first time in his life. .He' said to himself, "I 
never saw such buildings". I hope 1 will reach then soon. 


He landed in San Francisco. He was very happy and glad. He 
saw his father and brother. He lived in San Francisco for two weeks. 
Then his father sent him over here to study. 


After his graduation from the grammer school he did not go 
th the Junior or high school. His father immediately made him go to 
work. He did not have a very good job at the beginning of his career. 
He was an ironer in a Chinese Laundry shop. 


He worked at that job for almost a year and he was dissatisfied 
| . with the work. He wanted a position with better pay. He then gbt a 
job as a delivery boy for a food store. The wages were slightly high- 
pe er and the store provided for the evening mals. 


q It was just a wee step forward for the ambitious young man. 


Now the father was thinking about getting a wife for the young 
_ man(we knew it was coming all the time.) Wisely the father did not 
m. make his son go back to get married. The father finally selected a 
a beautiful, but not dumb, girl for his son. After the marriage the 
ae father sent the wife and the son back to China for a trip. The wife 
an did not want to return to America. But that did not stop her from 
having a baby. <A baby girl was born to her. A thousand dollar gold. 


The wife and the baby stayed in China and the man came back to 

t, the United States. The wife and the babystayed in the little vill@we 

ip with the man's mother. The husband then began to pick up his business 

| career the best he can. He did not know that tragedy was lurking when 

11 he left his wife. He would never have a chance to see her or the child 
ee, aga 1flhe 


The man was about 35 when the death of his wife occurred. He 
did not think of marrying again. Chinese very rarely remarried. 


; After the death of the wife and child, life was rather void fo 
the lonely man. But he kept on as though nothing had happened. As 
_ though the loss of his wife and child was not enough, he lost his job 
as a cook. For almost a year he was out of work. Then the discovery 
that the man was good cook in fancy dishes brought him into prominence 
again. 


As long as babies are being born, there is no fear of that, the. 
man could be sure of a job. He cooked so many pig&s Peet that every- 
time he thought about it, it nauseated him. Tne man liked plain - 
se in spite of the fact that he could cook almost anything. 


Bai. %: 
er Five years after the death of the wife, the manks father died. 


ae then the mother died too, 


Bev 


i Ye ee S ee ee Y a 4 : ai i bic Hoe 


ae tutte aie pee “be eR a ae 
i mate elie om faemtes 63 rnin yeh! « »y 
Lae SMO MO Oat FE OCE h TED ‘won iLiw) 


vi ae 
ji apr a 
“as ve hea es 
| ORE Reba AS EORae ep. new pts et a7 cane 
i aaah er ok ia d Pe Pah 
Ca Phan we Ce) CL Bi Ra Ge ei howkl: ay Pa ay): oF 
’ eal ie 1 eight ek fs 
a vbw ve. Oe Sten eo) Oe 
“ i ; ae Pt ras 
; ie t f ty py eB ov echenc 2 et io : 
Gee on DULG, Ch Peace: Dany MES ent: mo cc SOBs Pe 8 ots 
ans * oe i > rs oP od vin : 
yey y, . elie a) rn “4 rp aw eyint eB cit re ns RL Leyte f it's AG Donees aa + 
Set O% ; ’ ws : me i : rei. 
SOR te iG TO | Piper. aehdt aa ho ty ny, en aM if ene OLB: ‘oe, 
sods Yenc vege ti) rr rane ae ¥ : 
: \ ad oie) ar" 
Batiartacn D> get aa Bee sel te ie aOR ENGL bac sm perene ot 
\ ny ~ ob ; ' ¥ : ey 4 “td . ee Pen ri { bi Fa ra] fy ethan iT 1 itor. and, 
welvt doe tall | ¢ t ft 1 &) i" a, S oO i Heo B Oo" v't i ‘chew | 8. ne € 
ae Bhat sti ' | 10} eb hy Ye Oe pitt, 
’ : 
4 t fi a . 
tes Tea He ane yO. Gade o¢ et ee AG 
\) . 
4 A a , F i it? ee 
, deo dooce wi Ale ey seit oh ae 
bi hei" ‘ee he ie (it [Lear Sire. y bl Wee 
iy ! 2 \ 
Oh ER) i D °. bob rae RB aieF As # 
f ; Pili vi T re Pog le eal betes 
MAND ‘ : i Be gy tte LAs bi t 
‘ i a at. es ft , 5 
TAG if { aris tt, Oat ) hehe anes! et é) Poe 
' u + ' A 1) oy ea 2 
ry z ¥ he er © ; ' £ L df fe i R > ) f aif i 6 a POC RY : 44 EEN, vt iy J \ 
' Aeauibd) | yt ae ee 
i) Ci MI bt: ! 3 Q) ‘ a VAS vim a , ; 
: ; \ ‘ Fim) ! a de i ie) MS fs y Dy * 
eid -;, et 
. { } ae : ‘ Li i 34 ob ry hye J Bal 1) 
ti ta r ia | ii beeceg Tg PemaCy Loree 2 
[ ; p n ml olf 
; et an u wt OT MOL Nid. han ert Deed 
ed Mlcssa i TM 2 fit aha at ce ee i Ts) V TOE eA ae A jeu FL 
‘ern so ehhy oft Yo Addeb ecld: Mere Ger eee neta ee 
i 2 Lae? SF aS w ' 4 { , : e. ; ‘coe c 
» Ha SOU CRONIN, ofl ae Fe ed eats 3 Se 
) ' : Lee 4 
P L a iG { ie t n , ee 
did K Nae i na a s ‘ “ | ? AY) wy re re) hiw é t 4 ra I, tin & F ] i) 7 os 
Pace ie, foxe netson x£ th Bo nO aS ee 2 i eee 
ih af, fh F ee Wal A q y H We rie} | ‘ 5 sak j 4 re cgay | pe 
\: Se ieee. eh HOt) er A Ore, BOM Baty bLidts, Bees Say ‘eT 4% dpi “i 
ee Bie) wooo eee rege seeoe to Uso! tew et ae ba Sot Be. R. 


aed atid Vo wae Or. Bik eet orkd)) ertod 
“DMD, baie cd hay ee ere a re eae Hatin ao: 
‘ g Pp iy t af Ef” prea efi 4 oe va) Rheie ob: AY 


ie pe Pel eon gy Ta eke be pe, ar Wb» et.’ 
; bSaN alae ‘ eta 


ies yee 


atid 


bel fy insite fy 


i ‘re » } 7 
j Ce fo 
Pi aie eae 


- weir cy ¥ a ae <4 
f° F vine » 4 \ “4 aA, ¢ 
A 7's P Die bie 
iA nl Pee ry 
‘hat Var 


ri : ' 


| His hair is as 

ooy's hair of eighteen. He had spent the major portion 
lie in these United States. Like many other Chinese who 

come here he did not for once went out of the boundary of Calif- © 
nia. He had only been to a few neighborly cities. The farthest 

nt he had ever reached was Walnut Grove. He went there to work 

e summer. 

Now in telling this storyk he related as much as he can remember. 
_ Everything that had happened was in the past. He is looking forwrd 
to a bright future ahead. 


so ' The man's reasons flor coming over were simply for education and 

Ga business career. His mother though that over here in America 

_ the son would have a much better opportunity for advancing himself than 

_ in China. Even though the mad did not make a huge success of his 

_ business opportunities, he did not blame anybody or anything as the 

-. Cause of it. It was just another one of those things that just happen- 
ed, 

“) : Here it is 1934. And the man is getting od. Old in age, but 
_ not in spirit. And as he said, "I8m only starting my business life." 


te And his business is composed of odd jobts.. Cook, clothes maker, 
and this and that. : 


There is no chance of his getting "into the money". Or getting 
a huge salary. Those luck goes to his more fortunate friends, 


As long as the man does not have to go hungry anymore or be h 

_ debt, he is satisfied. With so many men unemployed and on the verge 

_ of starvation, the man looks upon hinself as lucky to be able to num- 
ber himself among tha e who are employed and have thpee sqaure meals 
a day. : 


He does not see any necessity of his returning to China. The . 
ones closest to him are in the land beyond. Most of the friends that 
he knew are over here in America. So he will be content to stay here 
oF and see what time will bring. Maybe greater opportunities or despair, 
who knows? 


7 
ee Ed 
we bahar sah NEL a 
wrow Ov yea dnc ea” 


wy ia wes ell 


ie Et C29 Of oe AOU we badel at “act 3 
‘ Db wro® wodvool dk off .teeq ent mg Baw 


ita shai tnd Oo 16) Viiiehe bow t8 v6 SARE ORD 
ety J \ wi ete aevd ach af waa § pert IDG 


eR 


oouwn pe 


P : i : ur t , sete. CS) ¥ a 
hae TE ool gest OOe yh e Bol Ufo Ordo: Aled Hien . EOS 
; ee Ae BeeO OMA maT owen tom HID. Sein Chl: fh 


ait one pitddvae ta who Vom) ORGS OR bho ot 4) 
’ Fal 3 “a BN) AS i 2) nye Oo STO VEOr Nitaner 3) des 


f 
” 
f ‘ ‘ f heres le ol 
Hive =% i i e es De Ue BOP fc Bhi. Aid 
: , 
- a a Pe pt TT Cie cou eee 
ays hah i: vit bt ch OR he WARS Pike, 2 ie Let yh 
€ Mb 
d f 
’ 
A? ‘ Bie 2 if ae : eat ie ie % ¢ OW ve Pie Z 
pelos canter s Vainod: ,edar BbO To. Besoin “at 
aa | : % ‘ ie 


middie iG if ¥ or) * Ke ra) Eth ° de a Qanes hs ns tf t +h “4 iD in ii (t Cl é ey Ai. Ft at Ay sont 
Ceareetss ete? Seta pin oF (peon hance ‘one he r8,f ak! oe 
i 


7 “TEs : i ; "3 i AY Tn j i 
uf + AE ye OT ee a9 sy Ov SV TOM  BeOn. sF 5 wtf ret AGU, ay 
bey et CO DSO Oe CCR “ee Cem, OF CW bo ltet eae ae a 


- Atty vel ; f Ke f ih et a : yi 4 Det) G aS: at 1PM Y p ey egy 


2 paorin * het Ah 
nue 


tt 3 4 = F * » 


At mn % a 
OE 2) op Maat conden ek’ Jo wileeeten Tie BeBremem 10: iy aie 
Tare pabaetet. dis ova, Wael RTO biel add nf jerk BEB, Ot). toque tg 


ye oa < \s i ‘ 


, : ‘ { * be ! ay ps f hig Fe inh q| 
Ry act Yao oa wt : Cy ty “ 4 Dd ea aie Bee OT 9 ROS TEAS itl @ i, Ets | £6 i rk 
att i Oh s o ‘To Bf up it t £* 27 ") Petry hu ft me V\ n oj. ite a4! bY Sf t ve . BR a i] Rs ih J 
aie Mit a v J : ‘ ie 


. 


‘ 
‘ nd af ; 
; 
A 
‘ th 
7 
’ 
4 
: 
\ 
* 
‘\ 
> 
; F 
3 
~ = 
— 
4 
ae A } 
MN 
4 aay 
> 
A 
1! 
} 
i 
‘-_% 
' 


